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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - TATES GttTOBItt9fT 


TO * The Director 


DATS* July 22, 19h7 


FROM i D. M. Ladd J N? 

€■-' 1 

SUBJECTS EMPLOYEES DISMISSED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT 



Deference is made to the attached memorandum from Mr. 'lease to 
you dated July 21, 19li7, which advised that the Attorney General ‘a Office 
inquired as to whether we had furnished a memorandum to the State 
Department on the background of oert^inlndfviduals dismissed by the 
State Department as follows* Boraii, Trying Goldman, Hannah S. 

Goldman, Alexander Lesser, Harol^llj^berg, and Florence Levy. The Attorney 
General has indicated that if$ Che event the Bureau had furnished the State 
Department with anything concerning these people that he would like to see it 
and if we had not furnished background Information concerning them to the 
State Department, he would like to have whatever information we have in our 
files concerning them, 

A review of the Bureau's files reflects that a summary of information 
on Woodrow W. Borah was furnished to the State Department on May 7, 19147. A 
summary on Florence Levy was furnished to the State Department on May 8, 19li 7 . 
Irving Goldman, Hannah S. Goldman, and Alexander Lesser were mentioned in a s 

summary memorandum furnished to the State Department on July 8, 19h6, regarding 
Maurice Helps rin, a subject In the Gregory case who was a former employee of OSS 
and the State Department. The Goldmans and Lesser were all employed in the same 
Division with Halperin, 

With respect to Wcisbcrg, it ia known that investigation in the Gregory ^ / 
case has reflected that he was a fellow employee of Maurice Halperin. The x 

Bureau's files fail to reflect that any information on Harold Weiaberg has been N* 
furnished to the State Department. 



Pursuant to the Attorney General's request, a review ia being made of \ 
the Bureau's files for all information on Irving Goldman, Hannah S. Goldman, ^ 

Alexander Lesser, and Harold Weiaberg. This information and summaries on Borah A ' 
and Levy which were sent to the State Department, will be made available to the 
Attorney General. 

For your additional information, Mr. Gaudle of the Criminal Division f 
and Mr. Douglas W. McGregor of the Department, by letters dated July 9$ 19^7, p 

and July 17, 19l7, respectively, have requested summaries on a total of eleven c - 

individuals, inoluding those mentioned above, who were dismissed by the State 
Department under the MoCarren Rider and these will be furnished to the Department 
in the i mediate future. 


Attachment 
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UNITED 


to - -t- rThe Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation date: July 9, IS 


SUBJECT: 


Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 

INTERNAL SECURITY 


TLC:R: 
.146— sf 



Reference is made to the articles in the public press 
regarding the recent discharge of ten employees of t he State ( 
Department for reported disloyalty. . 

It will be greatly appreciated if ypu will make 
available ~to~ thxs~Tivisibn all" mater ials'~3jT vour files jont ■ 


avaixapxe t,o uni s. .U3 ^AS 3 1 pn_5U.i materials ip your iTies. Jiot 
previously furnished regarding these individuals. To facilitate 
aa/ttxfllStrat ive handling, it will be further appreciated if you 
will furnish this material under separate transmittal memorandum 
as t o each employee. — , Cd 
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COPTlAJH 


ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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OFTTCE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO t Mr. Hoover, Director, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
FROM i Douglas *» McGregor, The Assistant 
to the Attorney General 
SUBJECT: Department of State employees 


DATE: July 17, 19ii7 




& 


r\ ' *' 


/J 


Attaohed is copy of a letter from the Department 
of State dated July 11, in which are listed the names of the 
eleven employees recently terminated under the provisions of 
the McCarran Rider. I would like to know if there are any 
possible oriminal prosecutions indicated In connection with 
these individuals. 
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August 5, 19*? 

',/ /> ' ^ / '•’ 


In the year 1986 Harold Weleberg ms connected with ths Committee on 
~f \ Hdueaticn and Labor, United Statos Senate, sad ms In Harlan, Kentuaky, during 
(’ \) ths trial of Halted Statos versus Mary fiolon Coal Corporation, ot si * Civil 
^ Right a and Domestic Violence, (44-175-348) 

la Mar oh, 1940, when Harold Weleberg ms interviewed in oonnoetion 
_ with an offioial investigation, ho statsd that ho ms employed by ths LaFollette 
v ] Civil Llbortiss Cosmlttee until duns, 1989, and thoroaftor did spools 1 rssoarsh 
\J **** tw CdMittOO, (61-7587-624) y 

In May, 1940# a rollablo sour os statsd that Harold Ws is berg ms ths 
Washington correspondent of ths magasine "Friday" published in Mow York City. 

Be ms ths author of an artiols in ths ssoond issue of this saga sins whioh 
v!) attaoked ths then Assistant Sosrotary of 8 toto, Adolf A. Baris, Jr. (65-2839-14) 

ths February, 1941, issus of tho "disk" nagasins, page thrss, 
eontainad an artiols sntitlsd "Hitler's Foot Soldior," dealing with a Cteeho- 
Slovakian shoo nanufaetursr n sated Am Bata. Tho author of this article ms 
> fj > Harold Weleberg, who aeeording to a rollablo souroo of information, ms on tho 
l 7 staff of tho l*Fol lotto Civil Liberties Ocwn lttoo os sdltor of tho Committee's 
publlsotlons* This soures stated that in 1986 and 1987 he know Weis berg and ;/ 
the informant ms of ths opinion that Weis berg woo at least a Communist 
sympathiser, but probably ms elosor than that to tho Forty* 

( 61-7566-2197 ) t 

(ha Fsbruary 12, 19k 1, David DuBols Kayos, tho Washington Roprsssntatlvs 
of tho "Silver Shirt Logion of America," ms ooaviotod on a charge of forgery 
and uttering and obtaining money under false pretenses, Mayas eoneeived the idea 
/ of celling forged eorrospondonoo reported to bo signed by William Dudley Pel ley 
S . whioh would implicate ambers of tho Dies Committee in a plan whereby ths Silvor 
J Shirts would not bo invsstigatod by tho Diet 0 sm al t too. Mayne endeavored to toll 
such oorroopondonoo to Harold Weleberg and Cardnor Jackson, who had boon very 
aotlvo In opposing activities of tho Dios Commit too. 

^ (61-7307-89X page 15 and 01 - 0950 -21) 

Da Do ©ember, 1942, and Ootober, 1948, one Harold We is berg was connected 

jU, with tho offioos of Congressman Vito Haroantonio. It is not known if this 
individual is idantie&l with ths subject of this memorandum. (65-34543-31) 

In March, 1946, Harold Weis berg ms employed la tho Research and 
Analysis Branch, Latin Amor loan Division, Of floe of Strategic Services, later 
,7 known as ths Division of tho American Republics, State Department, The records 

{ ] of tho State Department ref loot that Weleberg was born in Pennsylvania on April 

V. 7 6 , 1918. Highly confidential sources have advised that Weisborg, while so 

I employed, ms a mutual friend of his follow employees , Maurice Halperin and 
Woodrow Wilson Borah, both of whom are known to have Communist sympathies . 

t £; Harold Weleberg was discharged from the State Department on Juno £ 8 , 

(a: oun H— 1947 . under the provisions of tho Mo Car ran rider to the State Department's 
^ ^ippr oprlatlens Bill. ( 62 -39749-9 1 3) 
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Office of Director 
„ federal bureau of investigation 
UMTEO STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

August 29, 1947 


It will be recalled that 
Miss O'Donnell in the Attorney 
General's Of j ice has called 
several times within the past 
few weeks concerning a memoranda 
we sent to the Attorney General 
under date of August 5th setting 
forth background information on 
several individuals dismissed by 
the State Department for disloya 
activities , indicating that she 
has been unable to locate a copy 
of this memorandum in the Depart 
ment . J have furnished Mis s 
O'Donnell with the exact date and 
memorandum was sent to her, etc., 
out that copies were also sent to 
McGregor ,(p " / . * 

/ ' 


Mr. 

To 1 s o n 

Mr. 

E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. 

Clegg 

Mr. 

G 1 a v i n 

Mr. 

Ladd 

Mr. 

Nichols 

Mr . 

Rosen 

Mr . 

Tracy 

Mr. 

Egan 

Mr. 

Gur ne a 

\lT. 

Ha r bo 

Mr. 

Jones 

Mr. 

Mohr 

Mr. 

Pennington 

jTel 

e. Room 

Mr. 

Nease 

Mis 

s Holmes 

JAin 

s Gandy 


time the 
pointing 
Quinn and 


today to 
i mp ossibl ef 


Miss O'Donnell called again 
advise that it has been utterly 
for her to find a copy of this memorandum 
in which the Attorney General is S'* Jui yrtf4*.iy 
int erestedj that she actually had found two 
copies of the cover memo in McGregor's '* 

office but without the enclosures. She 
asked that we please furnish her with a 
duplicat e copy or a photostat of the same. 
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■wmnten to ren dated Aupst 5, 1947, with snclosoms, ooncsrning i_ndi- 
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Order Allows 


7 to Resign 

Position Reversed 
To Avoid Any 
Possible Injustice, 

It Is Explained 

By Dillard Stokes 

Post Reporter 

The State Department last night 
backed down on the firing with- 
out a trial of seven aides whose 
loyalty was said to be in question. 

Now the seven are free to quit 
their jobs with nothihg in the rec- 
* ord against them — which is what 
they have* been fighting for since 
July. 

A department statement said thte 
was allowed to avoid any possibt 
injustice to the seven, and pronf- 
ised to see that from now on those 
who may be accused get the rigift 
to appeal to the Loyalty Review 
Board. 

The statement also explained 
that “inasmuch as the only remedy 
presently available to them (that of 
obtaining clearance for employ- 
ment elsewhere in the Federal 
Government) is not effective be- 
cause they do not intend to seek 
such employment, the department 
hfs concluded that in order to 
avoid a possible injustice to them, 
they should be permitted to re- 
sign without prejudice/’ 

Outline of Case ; 

The department began “loyalty"’ 
sifts of its staff last summer, and 
Sin July fired 10 record clerks and I 
| radio editors. A week later, Secii- 
Itary of State Marshall said theiel 
I was evidence some of the 10 had; 
indirect contacts with foreiXi 
agents. ~ 


Upon review, three of those fired 
were allowed to resign, but on thd 
other seven the department stood 
P?t, refusing to let them quit, td 
give them a trial or to tell them 
what they were charged with. 

The seven said the department 
was giving them a bad name among 
those who might have hired them. 
Their lawyers, Thurman Arnold, 
former justice of the United States 
Court of Appeals here, former In- 
terior Undersecretary Abe Fortas 
and former OPA Administrator 
-JPajul Porter, claimed the -depart- 
ment was telling people it had a 
reasonable doubt that the seve' 
were good security risks. 

Change in Marshall Stand 

Week before last. Secretary 
Marshall stood pat on the firings, 
saying the men could not be given 
hearings because they could not 
be told what they were charged 
with. They could not be told he 
said, because the evidence was 
secret, and the secret was that of 
some other Government agency. 

The next statement bearing on 
the case came from President Tru- 
man, who said last Saturday that 
he meant the civil rights of Gov- 
ernment workers to be respected 
|during the “loyalty” sifts. 

The State Department’s abou 
|face yesterday was seen as a r 
^ult of Mr. Trumans statement. 


I a 
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ST7?NPARD FORM NO. 64 


DECLASSIFIED BY 60290 MJC BCE/MLT/STW 
ON 09-22-2005 


Office Memmandum • united 


to : D I HECTOR, FBI 


•• SAC, WFO (105-0) 


subject: HAROLD WEISBERG 

IS - R 


ES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: H/2/5? 


|was in 

contact on this date with a Mr. HAROLD WEISBERG iph) , who 
described himself as a chicken farmer in Montgomery County, 
Maryland. The informant said .that WEISBERG invited 

members of| | party to visit his farm. 

WEISBERG, ac cording to the in formant, sent an invitation, 
also, to the | | in writing. 

I told the informant that he advised 
WEISBERG he himself would be interested in such an 
invitation and would contact WEISBERG sometime in the 
future. 

On 10/1 9/5 9 koldl 1 he was 

again in contact wi th WEISBERG at 

“Isa id he attemp ted to arrange an 




farm. | |told the informant 1 
busy to see tnem now, but suggest e( 
at the end of the month. 


It o visit WEI SBERG r S 
-WEISBERG was too 

recontact him 



The October, 1959, WDC Telephone Directory lists i | 
telephone number WA 6-2034 to HAROLD WEISBERG, Coq d’Or M 
Farm, Hyattstown, Maryland. i 

WFO files reflect that HAROLD WEISBERG operates 
a farm in Hyattstown, Maryland, and was fired summarily, 
with nine others from the State Department in 1947, because 
®f suspected communist sympathies. Later, all ten 
individuals were allowed to resign without prejudice, but v 



Q were not restored to their positions 
(2J- Bureau 

T- Baltimore (Info) (RM) REG- 4(1 

2 - WFO ' . . ~ 

(1 - 105-23930) [ I 

_ __ , Classif . J 


— J fi 


RFB:sk, 


-J-xeznpt -from 


Vl 3 1959' 


Y/fcsc 


?v 2 1959 


SECRET 







WO 105-0 


It is believed that the subject is identical 
with the above individual. 


\ > 


Since the purpose of his contact witl£ 


appears legitimate and since his identity appears to be 
established, WFO requests no investigation by the 
Baltimore Office. 

The above is being furnished for the \J 

information of Baltimore. 
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Federal Bateau of^Jestigation 
* ‘Records Branch 
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1956 


I Name Check Unit - Room 6523 


L J Service Unit - Room 6524 

I Z1 Forward to File Review 

L-J Attention 

[" H Return to 


Supervisor 


Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

I I Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

[ J All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

I -1 Subversive References Only 

onsubversive References Only 
Mainly " 8 1 tt-1 References Only 


1 - y' iUa 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

J Restricted to Locality of 


1~T ~l Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

E J Buildup l~ i Variations 

L. J Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 
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FEDERiL' BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
LIAISON SECTION 
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Mr. McArdle 
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Mr. W.C. Sullivan 
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__Mr. Stevenson 
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Mr. D.J. Sullivan 

Mr. H.L. Edwards 
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. OfTtONAl tO«M NO. 10 
lWAf* 1*62 CDfliON, 
o alS gin. mo. no. 27 


ai<« gin. mo. no. 27 

UNITED STATES GO^LNMENT 

Memorandum 


kwTolsopX. 

) Im/ach 



DeLoac 


Rosen 


P * 


DATE: 6/1/66 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
.) 1 - Mr. Rosen 

SzpRET 1 - Mr. Malley 
I 1 - Mr. Shroder 


SUBJECT: 


C — 

, VO 3S 




ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 1 - Mr. 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 1 - Mr. 

NOVEMBER 22, 1963 1 - Mr. 

DALLAS TEXAS 1 - Mr 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Wick 'J 


(Jasper 

Callahan G 


£ulUvan«£— 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Tlandy 


PURPOSE: 




To furnish information in Bureau files ccncerniqg Harold 
Weisberg| |the books ’’Whitewash” f J 

and "Inquest” respectively, each dealing with the findings made by the u 
President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy. 


HAROLITWEISBERG 

Harold Weisberg and his wife, Lillian Stone Weisberg, 
jointly own a 14 acre tract of land in Hyattstown, Maryland, upon which (J 
they operate the Coq d'Or Farm whose principal business is raising of 
pheasant-chickens, Rock-C ornish game hens, waterfowl and other 
poultry and the sale of poultry and eggs. 

Bureau files contain numerous references to the Weisbergs. 

The Department of State, in a report dated April 28, 1947, showed that 
Harold Weisberg was an employee of the La Follette Civil Liberties 
Committee from September, 1936, to October, 1939, and was discharged 
for permitting certain information to leak to the press. This report sets 
forth that Senator La Follette stated that Weisberg had been dismissed for a 
breach of trust involving the release of confidential information to news- 
papers, and the Senator was quite certain the newspaper involved was 
The Daily Worker. \00^J2£C33a &- 

NOT RECORD®* - 

Weisberg was one of ten empliSBe^^fi^e^Sfemmarily by the\ 

I State Department in June, 1947, because of suspected commufiisr tot ^ \ 1966 W 
communistic sympathies. He was later allowed torreBigiTWi thout /G 

prejudice, but was not restored to. his job. His wife, Lillian Stone / 

i Weisberg, was investigated under the provisions of Executive Order 9835 ( fj\ 
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in 1948, and the Civil Service Commission advised in October, 1948, she 
had been retained. At that time, she was a clerk in the Reconstruction 
.Finance Corporation. Her name had been carried on the active list of 
members of the Washington Book Shop Association and the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action during December, 1947, and she was 
listed as an active member of the Washington League of Women Shoppers 
during January, 1941. Informants contacted d uring the investigation of 
Weisberg *s wife ad vised that Harold Weisberg l T 

I who was involved in Soviet espionage conspiracy. \ 1 


In connection with our investigation concernin 


fit was determined |was in contact with Harold 

1 Weisberg at his Hvattsto wn. Mary land, farm. Weisberg had previously 
extended an invitation to fto v isit his farm and through informant 

coverage it was determined ! | had rec eived the invitation from 

Weisberg incidental to an invitation extended ! 

~| In addition, during September. 1959. our informan 

repor ted Weisberg asked | 

| for information on Soviet reaction to the proposal that his chickens 
be placed in competition with Russian poultry / 


BLlecha claim 


In 1961, Weisberg and his wife filecba claim against the 
Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act in the amount of $9, 950 
for damages allegedly sustained by them in their poultry business as a 
result of low-flying helicopters. This case was tried and court directed 
judgment in favor of the Weisbergs for $750. 


In a letter dated May 23, 1966, to the Director, Weisberg 
enclosed a copy of his book ”Whitewash’’ and made reference to quotations 
from the Director’s testimony and that of FBI Agents and stated he believed \ 
these required ’’immediate and unequivocal explanation. ” He submitted U 
three questions which pertain to testimony concerning the number of shots 
fired and he questioned the results of our Laboratory examination of the 
bullets. 



Union in 1958. 


described as a student residing at 

1 


traveled as a tourist in the Soviet 


Our files also indicate that in 1955, 
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I The Committee was looking into campus election 

irregularities. The facts were submitted to the Department for possible 
violation of Unauthorized Publication or Use of Communications and the 
Department declined prosecution. 

In a Washington Post article dated May 29, 1966, referred-to- 
below, Epstein is described as a candidate for a Doctor of Philosophy 
Degree at Harvard University and his book was written as his Masters 
thesis while at Cornell University. 

ACTION: 


Bureau files are being expeditiously reviewed in order to 
determine the complete facts to resolve any alleged discrepancies which 
were mentioned in an article appearing in the Washington Post, May 29, 
1966, captioned, "An Inquest: Sceptical Postcript to Warren Group’s 
' Report on Assassination. " This Po st article was based on a review of 
the books authored by Weisberg and | | 

h Bureau files are also being expeditiously reviewed in order 

]| to determine the facts concerning the items mentioned in Weis berg's 
/ 4 letter of May 23, 1966. 

Memoranda are being prepared setting forth recommended 
action in each of the above matters. 
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subj ectASS ASSIGNATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
/ NOVEMBER 22, 1963 
_ / DALLAS, TEXAS 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Wick 


Hosen J-yf 
SullivaiJr^L. 
Tavel 

T rotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes _ __ 


MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 


SYNOPSIS: 


O- 


A letter was received from Harold Weisberg of H yaubiuwn, TOraryn 
enclosing his book, entitled ’Whitewash - the report on the Warren Report. 
He believed that immediate and unequivocal explanations are required from 
the FBI in connection with the FBI’s report to the President’s Commi ssion. 
He specifically demanded answers to three items. 




a (1) Re lating to the number of bullets which were involved in the 
assassination he suggests five were fired. The Commission’s report concludes 
three shots were fired. 


(2) He states that in testimony before the President’s Commission 
evidence was not introduced as to the spectographic analyses of a bullet and 
fragments. This is absolutely incorrect, since the testimony of a FBI 
Laboratory expert concerning spectographic analyses is set forth in the 
Commission’s report. 


(3) Weisberg alleges the whole bullet (located on Governor Connally’s 
stretcher) had been wiped clean and that the FBI Laboratory expert testified 
that the cleansing of the bullet was not complete and that foreign matter remained 
in the grooves of the bullet. This is inaccurate since ou r ^ Labo ratp ry expert 
testified the bullet was clean when he received it and'thafTher e was no blood 
or tissue present. Vv . . Q , UL x 1366 


Weisberg formed his opinions after readinsithe FBLr eoo-rts to the 
President’s Commission dated 12/9/63 and 1/13/64. Both of these are located 
in the National Archives and are available to the public. 


KMR:me:eem- 
(9) " 


Enclosures 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


In connection with our original report to the Commission on 
12/9/63, the Commission credited the Bureau by saying this report was of 
principal importance to them. Weisberg, in his book, describes this 
report in part as ’’neat, clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of 
such tenuous content that a self-respecting undergraduate lawyer would 
hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. '* 

His 208-page book has been reviewed. It is a vitriolic and diabolical 
criticism of the President’s Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service police 
agencies and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination 
' investigation. Weisberg attempted to have his book published by 103 different 
publishers both in the United States and Europe, all of whom refused. He 
thereafter personally published a limited number and had it copyrighted in 
August, 1965. Weisberg, in his own comments stated, "In writing this book 
the author has had but one purpose. That was to show that the job assigned 
to and expected of the President’s Commission on the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy has not been done„ ” Weisberg has distorted the truth regarding 
the investigation of the assassination and has set forth his own theories and 
deductions of what should have been done. Illustrative of this, he contends 
the President was shot from both the front and back, and that another con- 
spirator was therefore involved with Oswald. His book is full of errors and 
inconsistencies. 

Due to the inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts 
to fit his owrf purpose, coupled with Weisberg’ s subversive background 
(memorandum Mr. Rosen to Mr. DeLoach, 6/1/ 66, attached) it is not felt 
the Bureau should add dignity or credibility to him by acknowledging his 
communication. 

ACTION: 

That Weisberg’ s communication not be acknowledged. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


DETAILS : 

A letter was received from Harold Weisberg 
enclosing his book entitled " Whitewash - the report 
on the Warren Report." He stated, in the book will be 
found quotations from the Director's testimony and that 
of FBI Agents that he believes require immediate and 
unequivocal explanations. He specifically pointed to 
three items v/hich, in his opinion, "It would seem no 
question of National security can be involved. " 

Weisberg indicated that in the brief discussion of the 
assassination in the report to the commission it was said 
that three shots were fired, of which two hit the President 
and one the Governor. Weisberg is referring to our 
initial report of December 9, 1963, furnished to the 
Commission. He read into this comment that this report 
did not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone 
and that the bullet that did not kill the President struck 
him in the back, not the neck and did not go through 
his body. He paid this did not account for the wound in 
the front of the President's neck and therefore theorized 
at least five bullets were fired. 

This matter has been thoroughly covered by 
separate memorandum as it relates to the article published 
in" The Washington Post" elated May 29, 1966. Weisberg 's 
theory is completely in error as it is obvious he has not 
conducted thorough research into this matter as all pertinent 
information is available in the "President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President Kennedy Report." 

In Weisberg' s second point he states that in 
testimony before the Commission, evidence was not 
introduced as to the spectrographic analysis of a bullet 
and various bullet fragments. This is not correct since 
the Laboratory examiner's testimony to the Commission 
indicates that these items were examined spectrographically 
and were found to be similar in composition. The Laboratory 
examiner further pointed out that such similarity of 
composition does not necessarily mean that the fragments 
came from a particular bullet. Testimony as to the 
spectrographic comparison appears in Volume V, pages 67, 

69, 73, 74 and in Volume XV, page 700. 

In Weisberg 's third point he states that the 
Laboratory expert testified that the bullet from Governor 
Connally's stretcher had been wiped clean. This is not 


DETAILS CONTINUED PAGE FIVE. 



Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


true. The expert testified the bullet was clean when he : 
received it and that no blood or tissue which would 
interfere with the firearms examination was present. 

(Volume III, pages 428 and 429). With regard to Weisberg's 
further inquiry as to whether the bullet could be 
associated through residues' with either the President ' s body 
or the Governor's body, there was, in fact, no blood or 
tissue on the bullet for such an examination when the 
evidence was received in the FBI Laboratory. 

The bullets, one from Governor Connally's 
stretcher and the two bullet fragments from the front seat 
area of the limousine were identified with Oswald's rifle 
and were found to be physically the same as We stern 6.5 mm 
Mannlicher-Carcano ammunition components. The other possible 
bullet fragments from the limousine, the President's head 
and the Governor's wrist, were only pieces of lead, similar 
in metallic composition to the lead core portion of 
Western 6.5 mm ammunition. These lead fragments and the 
lead smears on the windshield of the limousine and the • 
lead residue found on the curbing at the scene, which the 
Commission thoroughly investigated, do not possess 
characteristic compositions or shapes which would permit 
their positive identification as fragments or smears of 
specific bullets. 

In connection with the background of Weisberg 
himself, he was the subject of a separate memorandum, 
a copy of which is attached. 

Weisberg's book has been reviewed. It is a 
6" by 9" paperbound book, obviously cheaply prepared and 
its selling price is indicated as $4.95. The book was 
copyrighted by I\ T eisberg in 1965, and on the cover it states 
"The book that couldn't be printed." In this respect it 
is of importance to note in the preface Weisberg stated the 
book was offered to 63 United States book publishers during 
a 14-month period and of these 63 publishers, 21 had so 
little interest they declined even to read the book. In 
addition, 11 offers were made by Weisberg to publishers in 
8 foreign countries, none of whom accepted his offer. In 
all Weisberg stated 103 offers of this book were made, not 
counting repeaters. He indicated following refusals of 
publishers to print his book he prepared a limited edition 
and copyrighted - it in August, 1965. 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


In Weisberg's own words he says his book is more 
than an analysis of the investigation of the assassination 
of the late President. "It is a commentary of the freedom 
of the press, the underpinning of the democratic society, 
and a measure of the state of that society. " 

Following a review of this book it was determined 
it is nothing more than a vitriolic and diabolical 
criticism of the President's Commission and the FBI 
relating to the assassination of President Kennedy. He 
indicated the superficial and immature manner in which the 
report deals with the possibility of a conspiracy or of 
a different assassin is only one of the ways in \/hich the 
Commission may have crijpiLed itself. He contended it would 
have been better if the Commission had had its own staff 
of investigators and restricted the use of the FBI and 
Secret Service to technical services. 

Weisberg indicated his book is an attempt to 
"analyse the report itself exclusively on the basis of 
the Commission's own information." It is noted that of the 
13 chapters in this book he quotes the Commission's 
findings extensively but thereafter inserts his own 
comments and theories as to what should have been done. In 
every instance concerning all phases of the investigation 
and the findings, he was critical. In Chapter 9 where he 
discusses the witnesses and their treatment he stated there 
are always those people who suddenly see a chance to 
become important, to themselves, to those for whom they 
will testify, to their circle of friends and to the world 
at large. He also said that there are nervous people and 
neurotics- inevitably there are those who have axes to grind - 
hatreds or dislikes to be indulged, and political objectives 
to be attained. From these comments it would appear that 
Weisberg is adequately describing himself. 

Weisberg said in respect to the Commission's 
report, "What is most lacking in this report is analysis." 

He has delved into the scientific findings and arrived 
at his own conclusions without apparent background relating 
to scientific research. 

Weisberg claimed the Commission's report was 
abundantly clear that it distorts and misrepresents the 
Commission's information on Oswald's politics. He claims 
when the Commission did this, "Can there be any reason for 
this except a desire to fool the public?" He also contended 
whenever possible the Commission's report infers inefficiency 

of the Federal bureaucracy. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


Weisberg referred to the "Investigation of a 
Possible Conspiracy" involving Oswald. The Commission 
concluded there is no credible evidence that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was part of a conspiracy to assassinate President 
Kennedy. Weisberg said "On both counts the report is 
wrong. First, it had more than evidence of a 
conspiracy; it had irrefutable proof. Second, the 
Commission had highly credible evidence that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was, in fact, part of this conspiracy." Weisberg 
continues page after page in this particular vein of 
thinking. He criticized the Secret Service, the results 
of the autopsy examination and the bullet and fragments 
recovered, and the nature of the wounds of President 
Kennedy. It is quite obvious he has failed miserably in 
attempting to reconstruct the facts in their proper light. 

In the author's conclusion he indicated in 
writing this book, the author has had but one purpose. 

That was to show that the job assigned and expected of 
the President's Commission on the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy has not been done. He then continues 
can the job really be done regardless of the consequences. 
Weisberg said, "Who can solve this crime?" Not the courts, 
for there is no question which can be taken to court. Not 
the Commission, for it has already both failed and closed 
up, its work unfinished." Therefore he said "Only Congress 
remains. " 

Based on Weisberg 's inadequate research he contended 
the President was shot from both front and back. "Nothing 
else makes sense. Nothing else is possible." He stated 
"There was. not a single assassin, Oswald or any other. Thus, 
there was at least one conspiracy - to kill the President." 

Weisberg referred to an FBI report he observed 
in the National Archives which was carefully prepared 
document and one of the initial reports furnished to the 
President's Commission which the Commission commended us for. 
Weisberg described this report as "a tissue so thin and a 
polemic so undisguised that it would demean labors of a hick 
police force investigating the purloining of a desiccated 
flounder." He further described this report as a "Neat, 
clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of such 
tenuous content that a self-respecting undergraduate would 
hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 



It appears Weisberg, by publishing his booh, is 
attempting to establish controversy and to expound his 
personal theories and deductions concerning the 
assassination investigation. This booh is full of errors 
and inconsistencies and Weisberg has distorted the truth 
relating to the assassination investigation. Due to 
information contained in his booh and Weisberg' s bachground, 
the Bureau should not add dignity or credibility to him 
by answering his communication. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoovar, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 07-12-2005 BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/STW 


Enclosed is a copy of my book, WHITEWASH - THE REPORT ON THE mHFZN REPORT. In 
it you will find quotations from your testimony and that of FBI Agents that I 
believe require immediate and unequivocal explanations ana l_om the FBI's report 
to the Commission. Of the many things requiring explanation, I would like in 
particular to direct your attention to these three, in which it would seem no 
question of national security can be involved: 


1) In your brief discussion of the assassination in the report to the Commission 
you say that three shots were fired, of which two hit the President snd one the 
governor. This does not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone on Commerce 
Street, which you told the Commission you could not associate with the Presidential 
car or any of its occupants. In another part of this report, dealing with Oswald, you| 
told the Commission that the bullet that did not kill the President struck him in 
the hack - not the neck - and did not go through his body. Plare you seem to fail to 
account for the well-known wound in the front of the President's neck. And thus, 
are there not at least five bullets, the three you accounted for and the two you 
did not account for? The Commission itself considered the curbstone strike a se^ar^ 
bullet, 8nd the President most certainly was wounded in the front of the neck. ’ 

9 

2) In his testimony before the Commission, FBI Agent| 


did not 


15- 


offer into evidence the spectrographic analysis of this bullet snd that of the 
various bu llet fragmen ts. Neither did FBI Agent John F. Gallagher, the spectrogra-5j 

j, I i j__t .f _ -i ±.-\ _l_ i a. _ -i xj .wu rv* 


pher. Agent[ 


] testimony is merely that the bullets were lead, which would ^ 


seem to be considerable less information that'ispectrograhpic analysis could ravealS 
The custoflidn of this archive at the National Ar chi ve s^n_f onus analysis is° 
not included in. his archive but is in the possession of the FBI. I call upon you 
to^ make il^ijimediately available. (00 — 35~/9 3ir q jyy 1 1956 
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3r In his testimony before the Commi^f 
whole bullet was received by the FBxr^i' 





wiped clea 


jsaidjbh.a^ when the 

'does not reveal 


any FBI interest in this unusual destruction of evidence. He also testified that 
the cleansing of the bullet was not complet e, t h a t' foreign matter remained in the 
(grooves in the bullet. Yet his testimony does not show any FBI interest in learning 


what the nature of the residue was. Did the FBI make the appropriate testsv Could the| 
residue he associated with either the President’s body or the governor’s? What 
I effort, if any, was made to learn? And if no effort was made, why not? 
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WT0P-RADI0 




Broadcast House, Washington, D. C. 20016 


| Mr . CasfS^-_Z < 

I Mr. Callahan 

Mvlr. Conrad. 

LMr. Felt 

g£»$Gale 


8 September 1966 


Dear Sir: 


I lo. ■ - 



//' Mr, Rosenlyif- 

' - jir. aulliiTO 

'Mry’Tavel 

> WT Trotter 

> Tele. Room 

Lr j Miss Holmes 

i Miss Gandy 


Enclosed you will find bulletin board announcements for an up- 
coming WTOP RADIO program which we believe will be of interest 
to you and to members of your organization. By posting these 
announcements in a conspicuous location which will be seen by 
your associates, we hope they will be able to hear and enjoy 
this pertinent and informative program. 

WTOP RADIO tries to vary its programming to inform and interest 
as many special groups of the public as possible. If you have 
any comments to offer concerning this special program, or any 
of our other programs, please direct them to us. We are always 
glad to receive any comments from our listeners, particularly 
those involved in some way with the subjects of our various 
broadcasts . 

/ 

Again, we hope you will be able to post the enclosed announce- 
ments in some prominent area; the goal of WTOP RADIO is to 
serve the people of the Washington area. 

Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any further 
service to you. 






Sincerely 


CLM/rjm 

end. 
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• ONLY 50,000 WATT STATION IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL • 244-5678 • 


’'WHITEWASH ” 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th 
2iiO z 2:S5 E.M, 

IffilSIKIG, wither of the controversial study, ef the assassination of President 
Kennedy and the Warren Commission «s report, will join host BOP. RAT FORD in a discus- 
sion of his book. Whitewash , the first book to appear on the subject, is considered 
the most thorough investigate on of the Warren report, though it doss claim that tho 
report was faulty. Listeners 8 questions and comments will be heard. 
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SUBJECT: HMQIJX3KEISRERa/ 

AUTH OR OF BOOKf ^HITEWA 5H M 
INTERVIEW ON WTQP RADIO 
9-13-66 

O 

JHarold Weisberg, author of the book, ’'Whitewash, ” wliich is a 
controversial study of the assassination of President Kennedy and the- Warren 
Commission Report, was interviewed by Bob Raiford on WTOP Radio at 
2:10 p.m. today. f — I 

■A 1 7 

Basically, Weisberg’s comments followed the ge.nerai“theme of 
other individuals questioning the facts, surrounding the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Weisberg commented that the Warren Commission Report 
on which his entire book is based leaves a lot of questions unanswered and that 
the Commission did not do the job, which was expected of it. He contends that 
the entire matter must be investigated in public, preferably by Congress. 
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Weisberg commented that there is serious doubt concerning all 
conclusions in the Report and that the Report is replete with too many coin- 
cidence's. He contends that the evidence clearly indicates that at least two 
individuals were involved in the assassination and that there is no proof that 
Qswald actually was in the sixth floor window of the Texas Depository Booksto^ 
^stated in the Report. § 

# 8 
Weisberg questioned the sight on the gun allegedly used by OswsSd 
f *p.nd said that the FBI could not even get the sight to function properly. He alsc§ 
(commented that a different automobile was used in the re-enactment of the 
assassination and that the FBI reached conclusions without taking into considera- 
tion the different size of the car and the seats. Weisberg commented that one 
question which is still unanswered was volunteered by Mr. Hoover during his 
testimony before the Cofhmissiipjj and that was: ’’Why didn’t the assassin shoot 
prior to the car turning lefUofffof Houston Street?” Weisberg commented that 
Mr. Hoqver answered this by saying: ’’There was a tree in the wa y”; however, 
according to Weisbe^gf, ther^.a^e no trees on Houston Street. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
- Mr. ^SuJJivan 

to 
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d“%X - Mr. Sulli 
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(Continued next ge) 
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M. A. Jones to Wick Memo 
RE: Harold Weisberg 


Weisberg is completely off base on this point. The motorcade 
as it turned left off of Houston Street entered the park and from the window of 
the Bookstore trees did block the view of the motorcade prior to entering the 
|park. The Director's testimony is accurate. 

All in all, the interview with Weisberg was a rehash of the many 
unfounded allegations which have been made concerning the assassination and 
merely another effort on the part of a writer to exploit the assassination for his 
own financial gain. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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/SAC, "NEW YORK ( 66 - 3476 ) 

r*- o 1 . 

^HARQT.D jfflMfi 

AUTHOR OF^HITEWASH " f 
COOPERATION WITH NEWS MEDIA 
WNEW-TV /3oo 



Mr. G » *. 

Mr. Rnsm 

Mr. EiiL.vafl™ 

Mr. Tavvl — 

Mr. T r. 


Tele. Room. 

Miss rf olmcs .. 
Miss Gandy..- 




On 7/13/66, PAUL NOBLE, Producer of the Alan Burke 
television show, seen on Saturday nights on WNEW-TV, tele- 
phonically advised that ALAN BURKE 1 s guest for the 7/23/66 
show would be HAROLD/WEISBERG, the author, of the book "White- 
wash. 11 According to PAUL NOBLE, this program would be taped 
on 7/14/66. His purpose in calling was to furnish us this 
information, and he requested any information in possession 
of the FBI which could refute WEISBERG’s book. 

A "D : C^ 

Mr. NOBLE was furnished all public source data and 
material which refuted criticism placed on the FBI or the 
Warren Commission for their investigation of the assasination 
of President KENNEDY. Arrangements were made so that the 
audio portion of the tape could be reviewed by the NYO. 

fJivj 6 

On 7/19/66, the audio portion of the Alan Burke p r-v 
Show was reviewed by Special Agents of the NYO, a summary 
of which follows: 

•- 

Mr. WEISBERG advised that he had problems in having oj 
his book published as there was a self-emposed embargo by the jg 
publishing firms that this was not a good topic for their busi-l^ 
ness. He stated that no one in government entered into this «? 
embargo and that it was entirely self-emposed by the publisher J& 

He stated he did not agree with the Warren Commission's 
report on the assasination of President KENNEDY, nor of the two 
FBI reports on President KENNEDY’S death. However, he did not 
go into detail 6f why he did not agree with the FBI reports. 
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He advised that both the Warren Commission and the 
FBI were government agencies that were in some way involved 
either directly or indirectly with the President; such as 
the Secret Service protecting the President, and LEE OSWALD 
involved in assignments with the FBI. 

He spoke of the autopsy performed by the Naval 
doctors in Washington, D.C., and how some of the first reports 
were destroyed by the Chief Examiner. He also stated that the 
Naval examinations did not wholely agree with the findings of 
the doctors in Dallas who tried to save the President's life 
on the day he was assasined. He explained that the doctors in 
Dallas had stated in their reports that There was a wound in 
the neck area of the President indicating a possibility of a 
person firing from another position other than that position 
of OSWALD'S. 

WEISBERG stated that it was his opinion that OSWALD 
was a fall guy, that there was someone else involved but that 
he did not know who, how many, or what their reasons were for 
killing President KENNEDY. He further stated that he could 
not name any organization or give any opinion of who might 
have taken part in this assasination. 

He stated that the FBI reports were different from 
the Commission's report and that he did not hold the FBI re- 
sponsible for the Commission's report, but that the Commission's 
staff was responsible and not the men on the Commission. 

WEISBERG then went on to explain That each member of 
tha Commission was a dedicated man,, fair*, and put out his 
best work. However, they erred in their findings. He also 
stated that he was not challenging the integrity of Chief 
Justice WARREN. 

WEISBERG stated that he could not accept the Warren 
report in any form and set forth the conclusions of his book 
as follows : 

1) The investigation was not done well. 

2) The investigation must be done by Congress and 
'must be public. 
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3) For him to succeed in bringing about the above 
second step, he must destroy, by means of his book, the find- 
ings of the Warren report or leave a very great doubt in 
everyone ' s mind . 

He stated he did not feel the Commission proved that 
OSWALD could kill the President alone or that he must have had 
I the help of another person. He further stated that OSWALD 
/could not have killed police officer TIBETT. He stated he 
believed that the man who killed officer TIBETT bore a very 
close resemblence to OSWALD. At this point in his interview, 
he stated he believed the Commission bent evidence- to their 
own thinking and should have investigated the death of officer 
TIBETT. He stated, based on the Commission's own investiga- 
tion of OSWALD'S movements, he could not have been in the area 
where TIBETT had been killed. He further stated that nowhere 
in the Commission's report is there any Information on TIBETT* s 
death. 

In the discussion of the Warren Commission's report, 
WEISBERG stated that a number of problems confronted the 
government at the time of President KENNEDY'S assasination; 

7 such as the public tranquility, was this assasination a con- 
7 spiracy or a plot by a foreign government, and would it lead 
to war. All these thoughts lead to extremely difficult 
problems in bonducting such an investigation. 

He stated that in speaking of the men on the 
Commission, that they were loyal, dedicated and trustworthy 
citizens. However, because of their high .position in public 
office and not being able to delegate these powers, they in 
turn delegated the investigation to staff members and this 
is the area in which they failed. 

WEISBERG spoke about an unknown witness who was 
imierviexved in Dallas, Texas, by a staff menber and who was 
accused by this staff member of perjury and that the Commis- 
s n never followed this up. He stated the Commission set 
about to prove a case against OSWALD, who was a person accused, 
rather than to obtain the truth. 
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He further pointed out that a man was arrested in 
a building across Houston Street in Dallas, Texas, for no 
other reason than for being unable to explain what he was 
doing there. This was just before Dallas Police had picked 
up OSWALD. He stated the Commission did not interview this 
person. 


Several times during the interview, WEISBERG stated 
he doubted the accuracy of the Warren report but went out of 
his way to state he did not doubt the intent of the members 
of the Commission. 

WEISBERG also spoke of finding a rifle in the Book 
Depository and three shells, that no one saw OSWALD carry the 
gun into the building, that the proof that OSWALD had bought 
such a gun was based on handwriting, and that no one had ever 
seen OSWALD with this rifle in his possession. 

He also discussed, at some length, the autopsies 
performed on TIBETT, OSWALD, and President KENNEDY, and that 
in the report, only President KENNEDY is mentioned, and this 
is for the first time. 

WEISBERG was very critical of the Dallas Police 
' Department and stated "they were directly responsible for 
OSWALD ’ s murder. " 

He then went on to explain that 70 Dallas Police 
officers were used to protect OSWALD and against the advice 
of the Sheriff’s Office of Dallas and the FBI, they would 
not remove OSWALD on the night of February 23rd. He stated 
the reason the Dallas Police Department would not remove 
him was the Dallas Police Chief had told the Press the exact 
time he was planning to move him and that he wanted to keep 
this appointed time. He stated that he felt the Commission 
1 should have looked into the Dallas Police Department activ- 
lities. 


WEISBERG put great emphasis on the three shells 
found in the Book Depository. He stated that these shells, 
after examination, were found to have been in another rifle, 
other than the one found on the 6th floor. WEISBERG stated 
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he was using as his authority Mr. HOOVER, Director of the 
FBI. He stated that although they had markings on them 
from the rifle found on the 6th floor, they were not able 
to say when they had been fired. He also stated that only 
one of OSWALD’S palm prints was found on the rifle, in a 
position under the barrel of the gun, and that various prints 
of OSWALD'S were found on the 6th floor, but these were of 
no value in the investigation because OSWALD worked on that 
floor in his every day duties at the Depository. 

WEISBERG further stated that a bullet, described by * 
the Commission as hitting President KENNEDY and Governor 
CONNELLY, could do all the things that it did and not be dis- 
formed. He described three bullets, the above mentioned one, 
the missed bullet, and the one in President KENNEDY’S head. 

He pointed out that OSWALD was a rather poor shot, having 
scored a 191 in the Marine Corps and that a 190 was the 
qualifying score for a marksman. 

WEISBERG discussed ballistics during the discussion 
and divided this into two parts: 

1) concerning the President 

2) concerning officer TIBETT. 

WEISBERG stated that with regards to the President, 
some fragments can be identified and some cannot. He stated 
the FBI made a spectrographic analysis and a Special Agent 
GALLAGHER of the FBI, who made the analysis, was called as a 
witness only as the hearing concluded around September 15th, 
and that he was never asked for a spectrographic analysis nor 
is this analysis part of the record. Mr. WEISBERG stated even 
Mr. HOOVER Said that the curbstone fragments were not associated 
with other bullet fragments. 

With regard to officer TIBETT, WEISBERG stated that 
the FBI took his pistol to its laboratory in Washington, D.C., 
fired it 100 times, and could not associate the bullets with 
the pistol that they knew it was fired from. 
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In answer to a question about the speed of firing 
the rifle, WEISBERG stated that without regard to accuracy, 
and with a bullet in the breach, the most competent men in 
the FBI, "the fastest drawer in Washington" took 2.3 seconds 
just to reload. 


A person by the name of | |asked Mr. 

WEISBERG about the question of a person masquerading as 
OSWALD. Mr. WEISBERG replied that he denoted a whole chapter 
in the book to this. Another person made the allegation that 
_ there was a man using the name OSWALD around September /15th. 
The FBI was asked to look into this and located three Cuban 
refugees, one of whom bore the resemblence of OSWALD. 

WEISBERG stated the Commission got around this by stating 
that OSWALD was in Mexico at the time. 


This program is two hours in length and because of 
the great expense involved in taping this program, no extra 
copies of the tape could be made and none are available. 
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^BJECT: ^WAR REN COMMISSION; EXHIBITS '/j 

In my memorandum of 11/3/66, I reported a telephone call from Mr. 1 
Marion Johnson of IfuTjNational Archives and Records Service. He advised of gm 
inquiry from JlarolaWeisberg, author of ’Whitewash: The Report on the Warrem 
Report” conceihnng 11 fhiormSIf ISh pertaining to spectrographic examinations in our 
FBI reports. In view of Weisberg*s suspected Communist background, it was recom- 
mended that Johnson be advisejd thaij the FBI could not ibe of assistance to Weisberg 
in this matter. The Director noted "O. K. I assume we have given all exhibits & 
evidence to the Archives as previously directed by A. <3. " . 

Pursuant to Bureau approval, Johnson was advised that the FBI could not 
be of assistance to Weisberg in this matter. 

With regard to the Director J s comment concerning transfer of evidence and 
exhibits to Archives, further Reference is made to Mr. Rosen J s memorandum of 
11-7-66 advising of the prior transfer of available material to Archives and the fact 
that the assassination rifle together with Oswald^ pistol and associated holster 
had been held in Dallas at the Department y s instructions pending adjudication of titlej , 
and pending receipt of the instant authorization for release. The Director instructed 
that all such items should be transferred to Archives at once. J 


§ 


VI 




Rosen J sx 

■"u 
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This is to advise that immediately following initial receipt of Mr, 
^memorandum and the Departmental authorization attacjhed thereto for transfer of 
the remaining items, Laboratory representatives telephonically contacted Mr. Johnson' 
of Archives to arrange for the transfer at the earliest 'possible date. Johnson subgj 
|sequently called back to advise that 'he could receive this material on 11-8-66. 
[Accordingly, the assassination rifle, Oswald® s pistol, and its associated holster _£>; 
[were personally delivered to Mr. Johnson on li-8-66, and an appropriate signed if j 
[receipt was o&ined therefor. 
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November 8, 1966 
BY LIAISON 




Honorable Marvin Watson ; 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ■, . 


Reference-i£ made to your request regarding the authors 
of books dealing with th 4-&ss assination of President Kennedy. 

i Joh m h j 

Attached are summary memoranda setting forth pertineht 
information contained in FBI files concerning the following individuals: 




respect 


The files of tile F BI contain no pertinent data with 
lauthor off 


A copy of thijs communication has not been sent to the 
Acting Attorney General. ^ 

• Sincerely yours, 


'Y j ENCLOSXJBS 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct) - Enclosures 7 
1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosures 7 
X - Mr. Roson - Enclosures 7 . u 
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’WHITEWASH — THE HE PORT: ON THE 
WARREN REPORT w 
I BY 

HAROLD. WEISBERG J . 


y / 
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Harold ^e^sb er^/lhe'author of(t ? he above -captioned book, 
is wife, Lillian Stone Weisberg, jointly o wn a 14-acre tract of land 
in Hyattstown,^, Mary land, upon which they operate the Coq d’Or Farm 
whose principal business is raising of pheasant- chickens, Rock- Cornish 
game hens, waterfowl and other poultry and the sale of poultry and eggs. 


D 


& 


Harold Weisberg was an employee of the La Follette Civil 
Liberties Committee from September, 1936, to October, 1939, and was 
discharged for permitting certain information to leak to the press. 

Senator La Follette stated that Weisberg had been dismissed for a 
breach of trust involving the release of confidential information to a news- 
paper and the Senator was quite certain the newspaper involved was 
’’The Daily Worker, ” a former east coast communist newspaper. 


U 



Weisberg was one of 10 employees fired summarily by 
the State Department in June, 1947, because of suspicion of being a 
ommunist or having communistic sympathies. He was later allowed to 
esign without prejudice, but was not restored to his position. His wife, 
.illian Stone Weisberg, was investigated under the provisions of 
xecutive Order S835 in 1948 and the Civil Service Commission advised 
n October, 1S48, that she had been retained. At that time, she was a 
'clerk in the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. Her name had been carric 
on the active list of members of the Washington Book Shop Association 
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and the Washington Committee for Democratic Action during December, 
<4 vn 1947. The Washington Book Shop Association and the Washington Committee 



for Democratic Action have both been cited by the Department of Justice 
as subversive. 


During an undisclosed period, but presumably in the 1950’ 


ascertained that 


was in contact with Harold 


berg at his farm. Weisberg had previously extende d an invit ation to 
n to visit his farm and it was also determined that l I had 

ived the invitation from Weisberg incidental to£ty invitation extended 
viet Premier Nikita S, KhrushQnev and party 
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celebration of the Russian Revolution. This celebration involved a 
picnic at his residence and was attended by 25 to 30 unknown people. (J 
It was believed this affair was in commemoration of the Russian Revolu- 
tion inasmuch as it was held on the day when the communists celebrate 
all over the world. 


It was ascertained in September. 1959. that Weisbe rg 

aske d I in 

Washington, D. C. , for information on Soviet reaction to the proposal 
that lus chickens be placed in competition with Russian poultry^|^|^ 

In 1956, it was alleged that Weisberg held an annual 



In 1961, Weisberg and his wife filed a claim against the 
Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act in the amount of $9, 950 
for damages allegedly sustained by them in their poultry business as a 
result of low-flying helicopters. This case was tried and court directed 
judgment in favor of tiie Weisbergs for $750. (62-109060-4119; 140-7536-3) 

Weisberg has no known arrest itecibrdj ' 
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1-Mr. Conrad 
1-Mr. Cunningham, 

TE: 11/3/66 Mi 

1-Office, 7133 


Sul livaff-w. 

TaveJ 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


subject : WARREN COMMISSION EXHIBITS 

y On ll/3/|66, Mr. Marion Johnson, the Archivist at the , 

f National Archives and Records Service who is handling the exhibits \J 
ify- and evidence of the barren Commission, telephonically contacted - 

u SA Cortlandt Cunningham of the Laboratory Division. 

CD 

Mr. Johnson stated that Harold Weisberg, author of 
j ’’Whitewash: The Report on the Warren Report, ^Tiacl requested 

j-'""" information regarding the; portions of the FBI investigative reports I 

in which the spectrOgraphic examinations were set forth. Mr. Johnson^ 
asked if any spectrOgraphic examinations, other than those set; forth 
in the report of SA Roberit P. Gemberling dated 11/30/63, Cat Dallas, 2c 
were made and reported elsewhere. ' . / : v~ 


Mr. Johnson was told that this matter would be looked into’ 


m 

R 
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Bufiles reveal that Weisberg was summarily fired from 
the State Department but was later allowed to resign without prejudiced 
and not be restored to his job because of suspected Communist br J 

Commvmistic sympathies. Bufiles also reveal he has had previous L 
.contact with Soviet Nationals at the Russian Embassy. Weisberg T 
has also previously written the Bureau concerning the Warren Reports 
and because of his background, no acknowledgement was made. .3 

EX-113 «<iii m ""rrf] ii 

RECOMMENDATION: ' & 4^4^” — 

]|EC ; Zl ' 

It is recommended, in view of the above information, that 

Mr. Johnson be telephonically advised that the FBI cannot “Se^f- - c 

assistance to Weisberg in this matter. . 


1-Mr. Mohr M\" X/C 

1-Mr. DeLOach m± 

1-Mr. Rosen, Attq 

1-Mr. Sullivan, Att: 

L- Mr. Wick 7oU- 

1 -Mr. Raupach 
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Published letters ore subject to eendeniotien t emf tftow not l«» 
/ecrtrf to auoitcaticn will be returned only when accompanied 
by stomped, selt-cadressed envelopes. The use of pen names Is 
limited to correspondents whose identity Js known to The Star . 

_ * ■ ' 

^ rr Qiy Not Conspiracy fr; |I£*, 

-inn S ^L^°t,P e I s \ s -M^ ndi ^' l;he Warren Coramis- 
sion Teport by staking the personal integrity; o£ the 

jnembers of. ttie commission on it. This is neither 
tfffica] nor right ■ Tho >u>nA^ .__ v. . , ?• "® lu, . ur 




Twelr^f 

Trotter ««_; 
Tele. Eppr 
Holmes M. 


the .entire 

expect infallibility in public servants, but we do exbect 
* c^ed^m : Mttem&oa, and I have smj 

-tjssa^ga!. 

• ’ 

4* ^ ^ tb be wron g 

OT0 “i, without S cori^it^ ^ nnUf **° n ’ c 5^ )e . 

Neither in "TOWfomrioifii ^.i :_ ..L . : • 
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The Washington Post and 
Times Herald - . ~ 

The Washington Daily Newa . 
The Washington Evening Star 
New York Daily News _ _ , 
New York Post - Y : - v 

The New York Times 

New York World 

Jdumal Tribune y " -'- • •- 
The fiiiw , 

The WoiW. . ^'r - ' ' 

The New Leftrior 
The Wall Street Journal •• 

The National Qh ttftrww 
People's World 
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UNITED STATES GOjfl^RNMEN x ^ 


date; 12/15/66 


* Memoranautn 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: CRIME RECORDS SECTION 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 


subject* HAROLD WEISBERG 

"WHITEWASH NO. 2" 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


On 12/15/66 HAROLD WEISBERG, author of the book 
"Whitewash No. 2", appeared on KG0-TV, San Francisco, on a 
talk show moderated by JIM DUNBAR from 7:05 a.m. until 
7:55* a.m. A number of callers called in asking questions about 
his conclusions in the book and statements made during the 
talk f.$ow. The callers were about evenly divided as to their 
belief'- in his conclusions and against his hypothesis. He 
made fib critical comments concerning the FBI, but in response d 
t& one-caller 1 s question concerning the Warren Commission ijj 

* Report^ WE IS BERG pointed out that the Commission was "spoon /J 
"fe-d" information from the FBI and Secret Service and, therefore, 
tB^ir Conclusions necessarily had to be based on the voluminous 
reports and thousands of interviews conducted by the FBI . 
WEISBfiH; indicated he did not wish to imply that the Commission 
were not honorable men because he felt that they were. 

WEISBERG* s main premise seemed to be a person who was 
identified by the FBI as BILLY L0VELADY who was on the steps 
of the Texas Book Repository was in some way linked to President 
KENNEDY'S assassination and he felt that OSWALD was in some 
way a "patsy." He stated he used the word "patsy" because 
OSWALD used this terminology when first apprehended by the I A 
Dallas Police Department. RPC* 25 ® 

WEISBERG was obviously on the program to push the 
sale of his new book "Whitewash No. 2" and announced ouat toc 19 
program that he would appear at an open meeting at the HallT - 
Flowers in San Francisco on Friday night, 12/16/66. 
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Warren Commission Critic Weisberg ! 

In the Limelight j I for ere 

- ' .1 eyes oi 

‘ Whitewash ’ Author j”f£« 
Is Man on the Go [fe, 

. HarQlcVw eisber'g. Montgomery County's oritir. . 
ioi the Warren Commission report, is. a man 
on the go these days, ’ > 

His pace has picked up steam j — — 

since he published his second running again on a week-long 
book, “Whitewash II: The FBI- tri P through the mid-west and 
Secret Service Cover-Up," on *° the West Coast. Stops in-< ** 

early this month. elude Chicago, 111., Madison, 

Last week he spent four dawn Wise., San Francisco, Calif, 
to post -midnight days in New and Los Angeles, Calif. • csM - 

York, followed by a stopover in Weisberg's . original book, NOT 1 
^Philadelphia for /a four-hour “Whitewash: The Report on .QQ fyep 

ronin .* ax. _ nr ^ . m 
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Cross Country 

^nce ~Yhe first book' was ] 
published in a general edition 
in May - 1966, Weisberg has 
traveled across the country and 
appeared on national television 
programs as well as audience 
participation radio shows in 
California, Ohio, Illinois and 
Pennsylvania. 

He is confident his follow- 1 
up to the first volume will 
‘help sharpen the criticism of 
the Warren Commission and I 
the aftermath of the Kennedy! 
assassination. ^ j 

“My second book brings this 
to a new point, "'he said last 
week at Coq d‘Or, the Hyatts - 
• town farm where he once raised 
geese. *It may sound immodest 

! ut this dates everyone’s woifk 
xcept my own. I 

“The turning point in this 
Whole thing was my appearance 
on a television show in New 
York in July,* declared Weis- 1 
berg, puffing on a cigarillo and 
squinting behind silver rimmed I 
glasses. 

*Four lawyers were lying in 
wait to tear me up. it was 
rough. It took me an hour and 
a half to teach them silence is 
golden," he laughed. “The 
sparks really flew.. * 

Credibility Basis 

? “ But that show laid the basis 
: for credibility.- it opened the 
i eyes of the most influential 
'minds in New York, People 
realized that those who say 
something is wrong are really 
seeking the sanctity of ou 

i See WEISBERG on A7 T 
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RECORDED 


radio broadcast. 

This week he's 


X the Warren Report," was one 
and of the first in the current rash 

* of attacks on the commission 

and placed him in the inters 
national spotlight. . | t 




5 ^Weji sberff y/ .' ’ ■ : ; " 

Continued from Page One 

society. Total unknowns are 
saying we must have the truth.” 

■ Welsberg attributes his suc- 
cess as a critic to “a rugged 
refusal to do anything but face 1 
reality and deal with nothing i 
but fach Pm the only one ' 
who's dealt extensively with ■ 
the commission's findings,” he i 
added. I 

Convinced his first book! 
"couldn't wait" until a publisher 
.eoold tie. found to put It out, 
Welsberg financed the 
operation himself . 

: To . date 22,600 books have 
been printed In four editio ns , 
aM pell: ' Publishlng Co., hat 


:rr*'yv&C’-’ *-■ r ■- 


edition guaranteeing a mlnil> 
mum of one-quarter million on 
foe first printing. v 
“Whitewash H* had 10,000 
printed 1 vita foe first edition, 
copies ot which are being dls* 
trlbutedtostores and ; In- : 
dlvlduals. ; i . , / •. ] ' 

. “A 7 fot oi people wrote ages ; 
ago and asked us to send foe j 
next book as soon as It was 
otft,” Welsberg mqrialned. He 
.estimated be tas redeivedover i'5 
3000 letters. ; ^ ’ 

Many fans already are in line 
tofoe.1^^ & 

mi The Archive,” Which Is? to 
foe works, Welsberg added.! ; 

V I His current trip across jtbe 
country Is In the usual whirl- 
/wind fashion. The agenda Is : 

* crowded wlfotelevlslon and : : 

■ radio appearances, press con? 

< ferences, speeches, seminars, 

\ bull - sessions^ autographing 
sessions and meetings with, 
wholesalers..:'-' % '.??■? '> . ; 

"One morning Pm supposed to 
do ji 5:30 TV appearance after 
a 3 a.m. radio shOW," Welsberg 
wciared. "Can you lmaglie 
fuch a scheduler But I'll do ft,* 
tdo." • * 


^Merest Abroa^^^ . 
<% WeIsBfrg is. concentrating on 
the International as well as foe - 
national interest In the Kennedy 
assaslnatlon. f:-'-'' 

■ His first book Is being dis- 

tributed ' throu ghout foe 
English-speaking world in the; 
Dell edition. ^ li- 

lt- has been serialised 1 i 

“Arriba,” a newspaper in 
i Madrid, Spain, and “Pano* 

1 rama,” ' a large German 
magazine. .An Italian publishing 
company has contracted for foe 
book and Is coming -out with 
an Italian edition- next month, 

. Welsberg said. : ' ’ 

Welsberg Is satisfied that his 
< oubts about foe Warren Com- 
1 ! fission finally are reaching 
peoplei In addition he is de- 
lighted with foe many nev 
friends he has., made foroufi 
his;b 00 ks; v; y . •{ 

■ rf Lll :(hls wife) and I have so 
many new friends: now,” he 
smiled, rubbing his close- 
cropp sd brown halr| "So many 
pedgl<Tha<? ; written 

’ “People are wontertvd,^ 
Weisberg declared.; "At every' 

■ point along foe .way there’s 
Keen someone thpre waiting with 

-bind:. 

People want to be helpful and 
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.DATE 06-13-2005 BY 60290 J 




Helen W. Secty* 

Federal Bureau of Invest igat ionl 
feshin^ton, D.C. 20535 


/Dear Miss. Gandy 


Thank you very much for your acknowledgement 
Mr. Hoover, dated December 1 st,. 1966 . 



of my letter to 


Yes, I am definitely looking forward to the time when Mr. Hoover 
| tis free to answer my letter. I wrote him mainly in regard to this 
radio broadcaster, Mort Sol, who is now appealing to teen-age 
students to listen to his diatribe, discrediting Mr. Hoover. 

Mr. Sol let the cat oiat of the bag last night, when he announced 
that he is going traT^colla-bdrate- with another scavenger-author by 
the name of liar old We is berg in writing a book, pointing out mis- 
information and discrepancies in Mr . Hoover 1 s report to the Warr- 
en Commission, concerning details of the assassination of Fres. 
John iT. Kennedy. 

This fellow Sol is quit© cunning, in that he has said, in case he 
f is brought to court on a defamation charge, he will plead that he 
is a comedian and anything he says, should be construed as satire. 


It is too bad the F.C.C. c£*n*t silence this fellow! 

Please show this letter to Mr. Hoover and tell him that I, person- 
ally, would breathe a sigh of relief, if the Kennedy family decid- 
ed to disappear from the political scene altogether. They are caus- 
ing us to choose up sides, to where it is quite ominous. 


'& a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


N°T RBGOKDED 
199 DEC 28 1SCC 




OEOJ 

Yours CorcIiall'WV 



1866 
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Date: 1/6/67 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


A TRTEIi 


(Priority) 


i\ FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (62-109030) 

SAC, DALLAS (89-43) (P) 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 
MISCELLANEOUS - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


. * WP 


00 - DALLAS 

On 1/6/67 SAC, JAMES L. McGOVERN, Birmingham, telephoni- . 
cally advised Supervisor R03ERT P. GEMBERLING that a long 
distance telephone call had been received at the Birmingham 

Office fr om ABRAHAM ZAPRUDER, Dallas, Texas, for SA| | 

I formerly assigned Dallas and now assigned Birmingham. 

SAC JJcGOVEEN in quired as to what Mr. ZAPRUDER might want to 
discuss with SA | | 

Mr. ZAPRUDER was telephonically contacted at his office; 
in Dallas, Riverside 8-6071, at which time he advised SA ROBERT 
P. GEMBERLING that he had seen an article in the New York Times 
of 12/8/66 by PETER KIIISS, which referred t£"a) book recently 
published called "Whitewash No. 2" by HA ROLD wE I SBERG . Mr. 
ZAPRUDER stated this article indicated that WEISBERG's book 
conta ined a rep roduction of the results of interview of ZAPRUDER 
by Sa I p n 12/4/63 in v/hich it was reflected that ZAPRUDER 

had stated his movie camera was set to take pictures at 24 frames 
per second. Mr. ZAPRUDER stated that he did not x-ecall being 
interviewed by SA I b n 12/4/63 and did not recall stating 

that the camera was set to take pictures at 24 frames per second, 
but that apparently WEISBERG's book was using this point in 
endeavoring to establish tha t there were two assassins rather than 

/do 

Mr. ZAPRUDER was immediately read _ first 

paragraph of the FD-S02 x-eflecting results 1§0: Jfcli^LOL^SSSrviev/ on 
12/4/63 by SA | ] which is set forth on pages 12 and 13 

of the report of SA • ROBERT P. GEMBERLING date.d.,1 2/,lJQ/63^E>a4rlas , 

j .. ' • > ■, 

&J~ Bureau / . {p^ .... , ~ 

(end -.1 )/infn) i,/ ' 

j - Uai.as A<J^C I— ’ 

fe-' 3 * 7 iMb JfLMk » [ 




'PP*/' 

i O , 


Special Agent in Charge 






b€ 

b7C 


DL 89-43 

captioned "LEE HARVE'jf OSWALD aka, IS - R 1 - CUBA", Bufile 
105-82555, Dallas file 100-10461. After reading the sentence 
contained in the first paragraph of Mr. ZAPRUDER’ s FD-302, 
which reads as follows, "The camera was set to take normal 
speed movie film or 24 frames per second", Mr. ZAPRUDER commented 
that he did not recall exactly at what speed his camera was set 
and that this sentence had been taken by HAROLD WEISBERG out 
of context in that ZAPRUDER meant by these words that he did 
not know at what speed the camera v/as set but that it was set 
at either normal speed, which would be 16 frames per second or 
24 frames per second. Mr. ZAP RUDER/^fd -Sed that in order to 
further clarify the matter, SA l I would telephonically 

contact him to insure that this sentence in his FD-302 was 
accurate. 


Thereafter, SA | | 

ZAPRUDER who in a later conversat 
he was completely satisfied that 
had been taken out of context by 
he (ZAPRUDER) had not considered 
as an actual interview but after 
and GEMBSRLING realised that his 
and the taking of the photographs 
an interview. 


did telephonically contact 
ion advised SA GEMBERLING that 
this statement was correct but 
Mr. WEISBERG. He stated that 
the conversation with SA . | 
conversations with SAS | 
comments concerning his camera 
v/as considered by the FBI as 


Mr. ZAPRUDER v/as most courteous and stated that he was 
considering telephonically contacting PETER KIHSS of the New 
York Times to point out to him how HAROLD WEISBERG had taken a 
sentence out of his interview with the FBI out of context and 
used it as a basis for his book. 


The above is being furnished the Bureau for its informa- 
tion in the event inquiries are received with respect to the book 
"Whitewash No. 2" by HAROLD WEISBERG. 


A copy of t his communication, together with a Xerox 
copy of SA | | FD-302, is being furnished the Birmingham 
Offi ce for its information in view of the current assignment ' 
of SA| at Birmingham. 
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Mohr 

Wick , 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr. 




DATE.. 1/28/67 


subject: ASSASSINATION G 


Of 


>ENT JOAN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 



The most recent book by Harold Weisberg entitled ’’Whitewash n - 
The FBI - Secret Service Coverup" is highly critical of the Bureau and 
specifically of the testimony of FBI Laboratory Examiner SA Lyndal L. 
Shaneyfelt. Weisberg previously authored the book "Whitewash” and is now 
reported to be writing "Whitewash III. " Harold Weisberg is a Hyattstown, 

! Maryland, poultry farmer, an ex-State Department employee, and an ex-Senate 
\ investigator who was removed from both positions because of suspicion of being 
ja communist or having communist sympathies. Weisberg had the book printed 
himself because he could not interest any publishers in it possibly due to the 
l libelous nature of its contents. 


>8 

A 


? In Whitewash II, Weisberg extensively quotes the testimony of SA Shaneyfelt 
| regarding the examination of the Zapruder film and the re-enactment that was 
/cased on the Zapruder film. He states that Shaneyfelt "ran the re-enactment 
A that was made essential by the doctrine of the Report" and "the FBI knowingly 
i s engaged in a reconstruction they knew to be utterly false. " He alleges in 
//Whitewash H that SA Shaneyfelt "was the Commission’s photographic expert, " 

I? "he did or supervised their photographic lab work, " and "those faces on the 
1 1 cutting room floor may have been put there by Shaneyfelt. " After establishing 
ji in the reader’s mind that SA ^Shaneyfelt did all the photographic work he refers 
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1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Casoer (Legal Research Desk)' 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Conrad 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad dated 1/26/67 
Re: ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
62-109060 


|| unceasingly to ’’picture doctoring,” "edited or altered" photographs and the 
^"destruction of evidence. ” He concludes Vith a very specific implication that / 

; ■ SA Shaneyfelt cut out the much-publicized missing frames 208 through 211 of ?;./ 
i | the Sapruder film to conceal from the public what really happened during the 
» I assassination. All of these allegations are, of course, completely false, 
f I (Life Magazine has recently admitted having spliced the original Zapruder film 
1 1 and cut out the four frames. ) These frames were not missing in the FBI copy 
_of the film and were considered in all evaluations by the Laboratory and the 
-representatives of the Commission who viewed the FBI copy. SA Shaneyfelt 
| made several photographic examinations at the request of the Commission but 
| did not "run their photographic lab work. ” He assisted in the re-enactment 
| ! but did not "run it” and, of course, did not edit, doctor, or mutilate any evidence. 
I * Weisberg suggests that S A Shaneyfelt may be a perjurer. A 




rAv ! :ft : g8lf 


: ■ 


l> The allegations of Weisberg would appear to be libelous of both the Bureau 

jfand SA Shaneyfelt. Accordingly, in an effort to discourage and stop such highly 

I irresponsible and unwarranted attacks against the Bureau on the part of Weisberg an<L/| 
others like him, the Bureau may wish to explore the feasibility of having :k libel ■; 
action brought against Weisberg in SA Shaneyfelt^ name. Factors to be weighed 
in any such consideration are: (1) Legal estimate of whether successful su&-iMg^.'4M^ 
be sustained based on (a) the irresponsible and malicious statements in the 
opposed to (b) the recent Supreme Court decision holding that newsworifiy.j^erspiis^^^ 
including those who do not seek publicity have only a limited right to sue for .dainage^® 
for false reports that are published about them; and (2) a tactical estimate^S’iQ^^§^^ 

I whether a. net gain would accrue, bearing in mind the greatly increased forum^^^^^ 
which such an action would provide for Weisberg, as opposed to the fact that he is now /? 
apparently forced to publish his books privately. 

SA Shaneyfelt, of course, contemplates no action in the matter unless 
desired by the 'Bureau. ' : 


Sftil 


RE COMMENDATION: 






\ * The Bureau may wish to refer this memorandum and the enclosed book 
("Whitewash H" to the Legal Research Desk for review and consideration as to whether /p 
| it might serve as a basis for libel action against Weisberg. 

/\ 'a&. X- : v* '-'W^Wk 
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Casp 


^yolson - 
- ZL^LoccA-^ 

* Mohr 

^ V/ick r ^: i/ 
Casper , A’ A 
Cci !qfj/- : , 

c iC Lii’ou A—;..—! 

1 / /&,=£ 

W&02 

Ij * 7avc^l_ 

/ Trotter 

Teie. Room . 

Holmes 

. , v Gandy 

ty;.v 


sject : ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT "SL 

JOHN FITZGERALD I-CENNSDY * j 

DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63 ~ /• j! 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORM^^N CONCERNING / 31 

H $ fv 0 I d doe / £ lo <3^f^ 

Attach ed memorandum of 1/26/67, captioned as above, from A./yRT 

Mr. | |to Mr. Conrad, concludes by recommending that the Legal ^ (j0 

Research Unit determine whether the statements made against FBI Labor ato r y ^ v "^ 
> Examiner SA Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt are libelous. . For the reasons shown below, 

I the Legal Research Unit concludes that the statements are libelous and that 
| SA Shaneyfelt has a cause of action against the author of Whitewash II. 

The statements made in the book definitely are libelous as to 
| any ordinary person. They go far beyond the range of fair criticism and clearly 
| charge, in their total context, that Shaneyfelt is a liar, forger, etc. They 
| provide an ample basis on which the ordinary person could sue for libel, slander 
| or defamation of character as the case may be. 


7 *<C f¥ 

A,dN£ 


?ty\ ry v~f 



A special problem arises in Shaneyfelt* s case, however, because 
he is a public employee who has come to some public attention as a result of the 
use of his examinations in the work of the Warren Commission on the assassination 
of the President. If Shaneyfelt is now a "public official” his case would be 
determined by a rule different from that used in deciding an action for libel 
brought by an ordinary person. This rule was laid down clearly by the Supreme 
Court in New York Times, Inc, v. Sullivan, 376 U. S. 254 ( 1964 ), and reads 
as follows: 

1 A public official is allowed the civil remedy for libel and slander 

" 0 S 7 if he establishes that the utterance was false and that it was made with 
knowledge of its falsity or in reckless disregard of whether it was false or 
true. " In other words, a public official may successfully sue for libel or slander 
only by proving actual malice and this must be proven by showing that the utterance 
was -false and that it was made with knowledge of its ML^Iw^r in reckless disregard 


^'Enc! 


Bufile 32-109060 
4 ~ Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
| - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
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Memorandum Jo Jo Casper to Mr. Mohr 
He: Assassination of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy ] 

Dallas, Texas, 11/22/63 
Miscellaneous Information Concerning 


of whether it was true or false. A public official is held to this stricter 

standard of proof because the very nature of the position of a public official 

is such that in a free government a great deal of criticism concerning the 

official and his conduct of official affairs must be tolerated. A 

The Supreme Court has not clearly defined the term ’’public 
official” for all purposes. As the Court said in Rosenblatt v. Baer, 383 U. S. 

•75 (1966): 

”We remarked in New York Times that we had no occasion to 
determine how far down into the lower ranks of government employees the 
*public official 5 designation would extend for purposes of this rule, or 
otherwise to specify categories of persons who would or would not be included. ” 

After the above language, the Court went on, in Rosenblatt v. 

Baer, to use other qualifying words which we believe clearly indicate that 
SA Shaneyfelt is not a ’’public official” for purposes of suit for libel and slander. r 

The Court said, for example: 

"It is clear, therefore, that the ^public official 5 designation i 

applies at the very least to those among the hierarchy of government 
employees who have, or appear to the public to have, substantial responsibility 
for or control over the conduct of governmental affairs . . . But a conclusion 
that the New York Times malice standards apply could not be reached merely 
because a statement defamatory of some person in government employ catches 
the public-s interest; that conclusion would virtually disregard society ? s interest 
\ in protecting reputations. The employee^ position must be one which would 
\ invite public scrutiny and discussion of the person holding it, entirely apart 
jfrom the scrutiny and discussion occasioned by the particular charges in controversy.”. 

From the above language the Legal Research Unit concludes that 
1 SA Shaneyfelt is not a ’’public official” for purposes of the law of libel and slander 
| and that, hence, he is not held to the stricter standard of proof applied to a public 
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Memorandum J 0 J. Casper to Mr. Mohr 
Re: Assassination of 1-resident 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Dallas, Texas, 11 / 22/63 
Miscellaneous Information Concerning 


' official who sues. He is, on the contrary, held only to the ordinary standard 

jj of proof which is much easier to meet and which can be amply supported by 

| the defamatory language used in the referenced book. 
a 

It is believed, moreover, that even should SA Shaneyfelt be held 
to be a "public official” for this purpose, the referenced book displays such a 
reckless disregard for the truth or falsity of charges that are actually false 
that SA Shaneyfelt probably could recover under even the stricter standard 
applied to public officials. 

There are several policy considerations which are not within 
the province of the Legal Research Unit but we mention them for such value 
as they may have in making a decision w- "ther SA Shaneyfelt should bring suit: 

(1) The author of the referenced book may be inviting a law 
suit to obtain publicity and sales for his book. 

(2) libel in the referenced book is not challenged now, 

1 the author may come out with Whitewash III - a book which he is said to be 

5 now writing - and make in that book additional statements which are even more 
ii libelous than those made here. The danger seems considerable if he is not 
stopped now. 

(3) If SA Shaneyfelt f s integrity ever is questioned in court where 
| he appears in his usual capacity as an FBI Laboratory Examiner and challenged 

' with particular reference to the statements made in this book, a bad impression 
] is left, to say the least, if SA Shaneyfelt must reply that he took no action in 
I this case. Many might consider failure to take action as a sort of admission 
f of guilt by both SA Shaneyfelt and the FBI. 

. (4) As time passes and SA Shaneyfelt is not challenged in court 

\ during regular testimony, his claim for damages should he later consider 
I action in this case is considerably weakened. 


k 


- 3 - 


Memorandum J 0 J. Casper to Mr. Mohr 
Re: Assassination of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Dallas, Texas 11/22/63 
Miscellaneous Information Concerning 


\ yT-rt /:'Tp A rn T 


That this memorandum be referred to the FBI Laboratory. 
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The following is 
information for the Bureau. 


is GEORGE MEYERS. 
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Involved in the information /)CMD\*4 \jjj! 
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Hdvised on 7/5/66 that GEORGE 


-ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN ^FI TZGERALD :i(ENNEDY7 — 
11/22/63 , DALLAS, TEXAS 



o 


MEYERS was\ elected to the National 
Committee 6f the Communist Party (CP ) , 
USA, at its 18th National Convention 
held in New York City, 6/22-26/66. 
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Jsaid on 1/16/67 that GEORGE O 

MEYERS recently was elected chairman Val 


of the Labor Commission of the national 
CP organization. 


By report received 2/8/67, 
provided reliable information in the 


who has 


past , acT vised that 
GEORGE MEYERS was present at a meeting of the I 


I Also present was I 
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Reference is made to my memo to you date^H7>J6/ 67 concerning the 
libelous nature of the book ’’Whitewash II" b v KarolaWeisberg a nd his 
allegations about the FBI and SA Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt. By memo dated 1/31/67 
from Mr. Casper to Mr. Mohr the Legal Research Desk set out their review 
and recommendations concerning this matter. 

Since there is no assurance that any benefit to the Bureau would be 
'.forthcoming if SA Shaneyfelt undertook the civil suit against Weisberg and 
Wince SA Shaneyfelt has no desire to obtain a financial advantage therefrom, 
jhe contemplates no action. 


RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. 
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P%Mubj£ct: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 1 - 

t- - JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY I 1 

NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS 

Jf*;,: • 

Assistant to the Director Burr ill Peterson. 

§v U* S* Secret Service, telephoned Liaison Supervisor | 

kj on 2/21/67 and made reference to the recent articles in the 

press coming out of New Orleans, Louisiana, alleging new 
information would be forthcoming concerning the assassination 
P of President Kennedy. j ' V 

U. . ... : . i 

Mr* Peterson Said that Secret Service Director J /..• 

. 4 James J. Rowley received a telephone call on 2/20/6 7 from 
I I to the ^ 

f:- President and was the Acting Press Secretary at Balias, 

Texas, on 11/22/63 J 

fe- . J i I 

< I ^reported that he had received a telephone call from 

j Haroldwe is berg „ Damascus, Maryland, the author of 
► ’’Whitewash I” and ’’Whitewash II," two books on the 

I assassination critical of the Warren Commission Report* 

t .Weis berg told I \ that the New Orleans reports are true 

J,. and tha t he was in possession of infor mation al ong this 

fline if I I desired to review it. | |made no 

;•> |commitment to Weisberg* i 

r; •. ■■•... • . j ' .| , i / ' 

M r* Peters on said Secret Service planned no 
action, and | was taking no action and that he was 

passing on this information to the Bureau for any action 
we desired. _ m 
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; UPI-8-4 "..V 

1 (Cuban suit) .. •; t - 

>«, NEW ORLEANS— A. CUB AN EXILE LEADER TODAY FILED A $1 MILLION LIBEL 
JSUIT AGAINST THE AUTHOR AND PUBLISHER OF "WHITEWASH— THE REPORT 
ION , THE W AR REN C OM MIS S IO N REP0RT." O F-r ; ' 

- I NAMED HAROLD WEISBERG’. AND GAMBI PUBLICATIONS 

INC., PUBLISHERS OF SAC A MAGAZINE, AS DEFEN DiANTSFIN HIS ^FEDERAL COURT 
-SUIT. ’ I ' ’ ! 

\ \ Is AID WEISBERG AND SAGA, WHICH PUBLISHED SECTIONS OF 

j "WHITEWASH, " CAUSED HIM "GREAT ANNOYANCE, HARASSMENT AND MORTIFICA- 
ITI ON" BY IMPU GNING HIS LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES . F'F : 

J I I ONCE TESTIFIED BEFORE THE WARREN COMMISSION IN 

) CONNECTION WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD'S CUBAN CONNECTIONS. . 

HE SAID WEISBERG ALSO: LIBELED HIM BY SAYING HE WAS A FORMER 
1 OFFICIAL OF THE CASTRO GOVERNMENT UNTIL HE DEFECTED. 

^ . I • y-.’-' •; - 5/5— TD1244PED 1 
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Mr. J . Eater Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. G. 

Bear Kr. Hoover, 

0 n November 25, 1966, you issued 8 pres- release attached to which 
was a four-page letter to an unidentified newsman, aated I. 0 v~mber 23. 

About e month ago I phoned your agencies and spoke to several ^ 
people in an effort to get a copy. The lest person to wnom I spoKe is 

one of your 8 ssi slants. ■ 

To date I have not received a copy. I would appreciate it ve-x.y much if 
you could send me one. 

Sincerely yours, 



o 

Harold V/eisberg 




COT' 


OPTIONAL EORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


all information contained 

4 HERE IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

‘DATE 06-13-2-005 BY 602 90 AUC BCE/MLT/STW 


UNITED STATES GO^j^NMENT 

• Memorandum 

: Mr - Wicl t/^ 

D. C. Morrell^^~ 




DATE: July 13, 1967 


DeLoach _ 
Mohr — _ 

Wick 

Casper — 
X^allahan . 


Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 



ct: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM Q 

HAROLIT^v ETSRF.RG -O F ' ^ 

HYATTSTOWN, MARYLAND Af p V. 

DATED 7/10/67 A £ 

BACKGROUND: \p *J— ^ ^ 

A letter dated 7/10 has been received from the above - v 
captioned individual. Weisberg stated he called the Bureau about a month ^ “ 

ago requesting a copy of a press release issued on 11/25/66 to which was 

attached a letter sent to an unidentified newsman. He indicated to date he| 

has not received the material requested. Weisberg apparently has reference ^ 
to the Director's press release of 11/25/66, copy attached, which emphasized 

a newsman has expressed concern over the rash of books, articles and state “ 

ments "creating confusion and doubts about the validity of the findings of the 
Warren Commission regarding the assassination of President^Cgfinedy;. " y 

rv% / « 

BUMLES: § 

. * Weisberg is the author of the book entitled "Whitewash =>The Report tT ‘ 
on the Warf enReport. " Weisberg' s book is a vitriolic and diabolical criticism ^ 

of the President's Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service, police agencies ° 

and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination investigation. 6 
It contains inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts to fit his t> 
own purpose. He was one of ten employees fired summarily by the State 
Department during 1947 because of suspicion of being a communist or having .j| 
communistic sympathies. Later, he was allowed to resign without prejudice, 
but he was not restored to his former position. In 1961, Weisberg and his 
wife filed a claim against the Government under the Federal Tort Claims Act 
in the ajlwuif l t of $9,950 for damages allegedly sustained in their poultry business 
as a re^put of low-flying helicd^eiJQZThe case was tried, and the codrt directed 
judgment in the Weisbergs' favor in the Mnfount of $750. o _ J09 

t ftsff* /C W * o 

^ \ /Our files contain no record of the jpoq d’ Or Press i 

lj/1 : A . * i? ti y w V "* JULaowr 
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1 - Mr. Wick ^Enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 


Jl 

.d 


jul 20 m 


0 ^ 


CONTINUED - OVER 


g'j&sX' 




# i 


Morrell to Wick memo 

RE: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM 
HAROLD WEISBERG 


OBSERVATIONS: 

In view of the above information as well as the tone of 
his letter, no acknowledgement should be made of the receipt of Weisberg’s 
letter. 

RE COMMENDATION: 

That no acknowledgement be made of Weisberg’s letter 

dated 7/10/67. 
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UNITEDbTATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTTCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


November 25, 1966 


On November 21, 1966, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, received a letter from a newsman 
expressing concern over the rash of books, articles and statements which 
are "creating confusion and doubts about the validity of the findings of 
the Warren Commission regarding the assassination of President Kennedy. " 
The newsman said that one of the "conflicts" concerned the alleged variance 
of the results of the medical examination of the President's body, recorded 
in FBI reports dated December 9, 1963, and January 13, 1964, and the 
official autopsy report. 

The newsman said he would appreciate any comment 
Mr. Hoover would make concerning these matters. 

The newsman requested that Mr. Hoover prepare a state- 
ment regarding the alleged conflict between information reported by the 
FBI and the autopsy report. 

By letter dated November 23, 1966, to the newsman, 

Mr. Hoover said he shared the concern of the newsman regarding the 
criticisms of the Warren Commission 's findings. He pointed out that 
while the critics had every right to state their views, they "should show 
more regard for the facts on record. They have ignored certain facts, 

loo- 3s/ 9 3 Jr - Ip 

misinterpreted others, and expressed pure speculation as Truth.” 

ENCLOSURE? 



• • 

Mr. Hoover sent the newsman the attached statement 
and stated, "I am speaking only for the FBI, not for any other agency 
or group involved in any phase of the inquiry into the assassination of 
President Kennedy. ” 

Enclosure 
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November 23, 1966 

< 

The Warren Commission and its findings concerning 
the assassination of President Kennedy currently are being severely 
criticized. The conclusions of the Commission, especially its con- 
clusion that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the assassination, have 
been openly challenged. 

In support of their speculations, some of the critics 
allege, among other things, that there is a ’’conflict” between portions 
of two FBI reports and the official autopsy report regarding the wounds 
found in the President's body. 

While there is a difference in the information reported by 
the FBI and the information contained in the autopsy report concerning 
the wounds, there is no conflict. The FBI reports record oral statements 
made by autopsy physicians while the examination was being conducted 
and before all facts were known. The autopsy report records the final 
findings of the examination. 

Briefly, this is what happened. The autopsy was conducted 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital on the evening of November 22, 1963. Two 

/oa'js/93$~ /JJ) 

^■oaiag 


he 

hlC 

I t 

FBI Agents were present. They reported that 

chief autbpsy surgeon, located what appeared to be a bullet hole in the 
back below the shoulder and probed it to the end of the opening with a 
finger. The examining physicians were unable to explain why they 
could find no bullet or point of exit. 

Unknown to the Agents, the physicians eventually were 
able to trace the path of the bullet through the body. On the morning 

of November 23, 1963, contacted doctors who treated the 

President at Parkland Hospital in Dallas, Texas, the previous day and 
confirmed his assumption that a tracheotomy had been performed using 
a bullet hole in the front of the neck as the point of incision. 

The information reported by the Agents present during 
the autopsy was summarized on page 18 of the FBI report dated 
December 9, 1963. Meanwhile, the clothing worn by the President 
when he was shot was examined in the FBI Laboratory. This examination 
revealed a small hole in the back of his coat and shirt and a slit charac- 
teristic of an exit hole for a projectile in the front of the shirt one inch 
below the collar button. A nick on the left side of the tie knot, possibly 
caused by the same projectile which passed through the shirt, also was 
noted. 
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These findings clearly indicated the examining physician’s 
early observation that the bullet penetrated only a short distance into the 
President's back probably was in error „ Since this observation had 
been included in the FBI report of December 9, 1963, another reference 
was made to it in the report of January 13, 1964, in conjunction with the 
Laboratory findings to point up this probability. 

The FBI and the Warren Commission each received a 
copy of the official autopsy report on December 23, 1963, from Secret 
Service following a specific request for this document. Since the FBI 
knew the Commission had a copy of the official autopsy, its contents 
were not repeated in an FBI report. 

Recently the charge has been made that the FBI altered 
the film of the assassination taken by Abraham Zapruder. This is 
totally false. The FBI never had the original Zapruder film in its 
possession — it was purchased by a national magazine. The FBI obtained 
a copy of the original uncut film and reproduced this for the Commission 
which since has turned it over to National Archives. 

At the direction of President Johnson, the FBI conducted 
a prompt, intensive, objective and thorough investigation of the assas- 
sination. The results of this investigation were accurately reported to 
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the Warren Commission. Not one shred of evidence has been 
developed to link any other person in a conspiracy with Oswald to 
assassinate President Kennedy. All available evidence and facts 
point to one conclusion — that Oswald acted alone in his crime. 
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TEXAS 


News media 11/15/67 reported Harold We isherg is writing 
a series of seven books attacking the Warren Commission Report. 
Weisberg’ s latest' book is reportedly entitled "Oswald. in i . 

New Orleans: Case for Conspiracy with the CIA." The Director \y 

has instructed that he be furnished an analysis of allegations 
against the FBI attributed to Weisberg by news media. 

B ACKGROUND OF WEISBERG : 

Weisberg is the author of the book entitled ’’Whitewash- 
The Report of the Warren Report." This book is a vitriolic and 
diabolical criticism of the Warren Commission, the FBI, the 
Secret Service, police agencies and other branches of the 
United States Government. It contains inaccuracies, falsehoods (u) 


: liberate slanting; of facts to 


Wei sberg s purpose . 


1 Weisberg was one of ten employees fired summarily by the . / 

State Department during 194? because of suspicion of being a 
communist or having communist sympathies. Later he was allowed 
| to resign without prejudice, but was not restored to his former 
| position. Weisberg has been in contact with Soviet officials 

! in this country and has entertained these officials at his farm 
at Hyattstown, Maryland, where Weisberg raises chickens; 


raises cnxckens; 


j 1 ;M T^Y ^ J S 


OF WEISBERG 1 S CURRENT ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE 


Weisberg claims | 

1 visited the O swale 


| a xrxenc or 

apartment in Dallas prior 


Si i I the as sassination and no ted writings of Karl Marx. Weisberg 
^3 1 1 claims[ | phoned the FBI and was told that Oswald , / 

j was alrTght ♦ Woisbera’s allocat ions are corn n le t.e 1 v f al s o . 'Z 

j | friend of | and 

^gSW^tified before the Warren Commission. In her testimony she 


riffhl 


Woi sberg _ s alleaati ons are 


\| stated she noted a book by Karl. Marx in Oswald’s apai 
|| Sh e did not clai m this data was called to the attentj 

i |by| ^ 

62-109060 ^ ^ \feTsiS D -iF- :IS '!5 

aS L S a./~C8> X# ~ 

ExemDt from ThlSAtartegory , 


:menc, 


Iv* Exempt from 

Date Qt DegLu 

/B-Zi/fZ 



ticmioftToUoh nEe _ 



ORIGINAL FILED IN ^ - d-£'{f£Z 



Memorandum to Mr. 17. C. Sullivan 

• KSrHASSASS INATICN OF PRESIDENT JOHN FIT3G3RALD KENNEDY 
G2-1C20S0 




2. Wei sberg claims that the FBI ■withheld data from the 
Commission indicating Guy Banister, a former FBI Agent, was active in 
! anti-Castro Cuban matters and shared a building where a Central 
[intelligence Agency (CIA) anti-Castro Cuban group was located. Wei sberg 
I alleges Oswald had connection with this anti-Castro CIA group. 


During our investigation we developed no- information Oswald 
had any connection with Guy Banister or with any anti-Castro Cuban group 
located in the building where Banister’s office was located. ;?e a 

determined an anti-Castro Cuban group had been in this building in 
1961-62 but left this building sometime in 1262, almost one year before 
Lee Harvey Oswald arrived in New Orleans in April, 1263. Such data was 
furnished to the T/arren Commission. 


8 the barren commission ana 
j of Eanister’s background. 


We isberg alleges FBI misrepresented Banister * s address to 'J 
mission and also neglected to inform the Warren Commission 


The FBI did not misrepresent Banister’s address. Banister 
office address was 531 Lafayette Street. It so happened this was a 
corner building and there were exits on Lafayette Street and on Camp 
. Street. The latter entrance carried a Camp Street address. We found 
no indication Banister ever knew Oswald and consequently there was • 


lew Oswald and consequently there was 


no reason for us to furnish Warren Commission background data regarding 
Banister. 


f - n V7f> 


4. Weisberg alleges that an unnamed witness tried to tell 
Warren Commission counsel that the FBI was involved in anti-Castro 


(Cuban groups in New Orleans but that this witness- was then threatened by 


| |c he FBI 

p pit ness. 

re?BI doc- 


It is not known whom Wei sberg is referring to as this unnamed 
The allegation is absolutely false. Weisberg alleges that the 
red a picture depicting the sixth floor window of the Texas . ) 
>k Depository building where Oswald allegedly was standing. ^ 


| jSchool Book Depository building where Oswald allegedly was standing. ^ 
jjWei sberg claimed the FBI eliminated more than 90 percent of the picture. 
IjWeisberg alleged that ”J. Edgar Hoover knew this suppressed picture . 
j '.showed the Presidential motorcade directly in front of’ the Texas School 
IlSook Depository Building.” 


p It is not known what picture T/e isberg is speaking of. The FBI 

Hdoctorod no film. We conducted exhaustive investigation in an effort to 
*|find any film depicting the Texas School Book Depository building , 
sixth floor window where Oswald was stationed when the Presidential If 
motorcade passed in front of the building. We were unsuccessful in our 
attempts to find such photograph and it appears no one possesses such 
photograph . Wo did, of course, locate individuals who did see Oswald 
or his gun in the window in question at the time the Presidential 
motorcade passed this building. » »<*» A & 
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WE IS BERG 11/15 W A 
OR AMS -SUN NOV. 19 OR. THEREAFTER 
I TOR’S NOTES H AR OL D WE I S BE RG . A ' 
I GEN CE ANALYST, IS CONVINCED THAT 
TED A "WHITEWASH” OF THE KENNEDY 
N FIVE BOOKS IN A PLANNED SERIES 
D HIS CONCLUSIONS «, THE MOST RECEM 
S? CASH FOP CON CRT RACY FTTH THE 


;s CASE FOR CONSPIRACY WITH THE 
WRITTEN FOR UPl, DESCRIBES WKA 
COMMISSION’S INVESTIGATION . ) 


FORMER INVESTIGATOR AND 
' THE WARREN COMMISSION 
AS S AS S IN ATI ON , HE K AS 
OF SEVEN EXPLAINING HOW HE 
IT BEING "OSWALD IN NEW 
CIA." THE FOLLOWING 

lT he considers gaps in the 


• BY HAROLD WE IS BERG 

(DISTRIBUTED BY UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 

CAN A PRESIDENT BE KILLED AND CONSIGNED TO HISTORY WITH THE 
DUBIOUS. EPITAPH OF A FAKE INQUEST? IF THIS HAPPENS, IS THE COUNTRY 
SAFE? IS IKE INSTITUTION OF THE PRESIDENCY SECURE? CAN ANY 
PRESIDENT THEREAFTER BE WITHOUT APPREHENSION THAT IKE SAME THING 
CAN HAPPEN TO HIM? 

THE ANSWER OF THE GOVERNMENT IS "YES" TO ALL THESE AND THE 
MANY MORE QUESTIONS LEFT WHEN PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY WAS SO 
COLDLY MURDERED FOUR YEARS AGO. THE OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION LEFT 
MORE QUESTIONS UNANSWERED THAN IT BEGAN WITH AND ANSWERED NONE WITH 
FINALITY. 

I AM ONE OF A SMALL BAND WHO INSIST THAT THE KINDEST DESCRIPTION 
OF THE WARREN COMMISSION REPORT IS THAT IT IS ERRONEOUS. NEW 
ORLEANS DISTRICT ATTORNEY JIM GARRISON, WHO IS CONDUCTING HIS 
OWN INVESTIGATION OF LOCAL ASPECTS OF THE ASSASSINATION, DESCRIBES 
THE MURDER AS AN "EXECUTION DAILY, AS I CONTINUE MY OWN 
INVESTIGATION, I AM INCREASINGLY IN ACCORD WITH THIS DESCRIPTION. 

THE MORE ONE STUDIES THE OFFICIAL PRINTED EVIDENCE — THE 
/WORD IS ENTIRELY INAPPROPRIATE AS LAWYERS USE IT — THE MORE IT IS 
APPARENT THAT THERE WAS, INDEED, A "COVERUP," AS GARRISON PUTS IT. 


riij « i v u i— u * n wvi-nui « jl a. « 

.THE MORE ONE PRIES LOOSE EVIDENCE IGNORED BY THE COMMISSION, THE MORE 
UNAVOIDABLE IS THE CONCLUSION THAT ONE REASON FOR THIS COVERUP IS TO 
PROTECT. THE CIA. 

— ‘ ^ tr V K t T\ Ar T’TTTT irM/ 1 ? TJUTPU 


/M - 3T/93 


ENCLOSURE 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVIC1 




x WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A FlVJ SAMWLLS Ui* 1 tux axinij ur tviyi-ivv/i, wm.v<> 

? MAKES AN ENTIRELY PUBLIC INVESTIGATION (THE WARREN PROCEEDINGS 
$ WERE ENTIRELY IN SECRET) A MINIMUM CONDITION FOR THE SURVIVAL OF 
1 DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY . 

if CONTRARY TO I»JHAT SOME SAY. TO CONCLUDE THAT THE WARREN REPORT 
IS WRONG . DOES NOT REQUIRE BELIEF THAT THE COMMISSIONERS AND EVERY 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE EMPLOYE DOWN TO THE CHARWOMEN WERE PART OF A 
GRAND CONSPIRACY. I BELIEVE THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION, 

MEN ALREADY OVERLY COMMITTED TO THE PUBLIC SERVICE, DID NOT HAVE THE 
TIME TO REALLY RUN THE INVESTIGATION . FEWER THAN A SIXTH OF 
WKAT WERE EUPHEMISTICALLY CALLED "HEARINGS" HAD EVEN A SINGLE 
COMMISSIONER IN ATTENDANCE . 

, MOST WERE CONDUCTED IN WKAT AMOUNT TO BACK ROOMS IN DALLAS AND 
NEW. ORLEANS, WITH A STAFF LAWYER EMPOWERED TO ADMINISTER OATHS, 

A STENOGRAPHER AND A WITNESS HAPPY AT THE EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS, 
ALONE PRESENT. THIS IS A MECHANISM GUARANTEED TO PRESENT TEMPTATIONS 
THAT AMERICAN LAWYERS, TRAINED IN THE ADVERSARY SYSTEM OF JUSTICE, 
l ARE ILL PREPARED TO COPE WITH. 

OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM PRESUPPOSES THE ACTIVE OPPOSITION OF 
ANOTHER SIDE, THE CONTROL OF A JUDGE WHO INTERPRETS THE RULES 
CALLED LAWS AND PROCEDURES, AND CROSS-EXAMINATION, TRULY DESCRIBED 
AS THE GREATEST MACHINE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF TRUTH. 

I ALL OF THESE WERE MISSING WHEN THE GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATED THE 
! s MURDER OF PRESIDENT. KENNEDY. HERE IS A SAMPLE OF THE CONSEQUENCES, 

If FROM A DOCUMENT FOR. WHICH THE COMMISSION FOUND NO SPACE, 
f ANNA MELLER IS ONE. OF THE WOMEN IN THE CALL AS -FORT WORTH 
PRUSSIAN -EXILE COMMUNITY WHO SOUGHT TO HELP MARINA OSWALD. NOTING 
1 THE WRITINGS OF KARL MARX IN THE OSWALD APARTMENT, SHE EXPRESSED 
I HER CONCERN TO HER HUSBAND. HE PHONED THE FBI. ' 

. ASSISTANT COUNSEL WESLEY J. LIEBELER (NOW A PROFESSOR OF 
LAW. AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT LOS , ANGELES > QUESTIONED 
MRS. MELLER IN A DALLAS "BACK ROOM” BEGINNING 9 A.M. MARCH 25, 1964. 
FROM His GREETING, "COME IN, MR. AND MRS. MELLER, AND SIT DOWN,” WE 
I KNOW . THAT TEOFIL MELLER WAS PRESENT, LIEBELER ASKED NOT A SINGLE 
I QUESTION OF HIM. 

INSTEAD, HE REDUNDANTLY INQUIRED ABOUT THE NUMBER OF LOAVES 
OF BREAD MARINA HAD BEEN GIVEN. AS THOUGH THIS WAS THE ESSENCE OF THE 
, ASSASSINATION. HE ALSO IGNORE!) A DOCUMENT IN HIS POSSESSION, 

THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF DALLAS DETECTIVES F. A. HELLINGHAUSEN 


AND SIT DOWN,” WE 


SINGLI 


ASSAS* 


r. r* r* t r* \ 7 

Yy-S 1 Jt* 1 OiJ-iL 


DATED FEB, 


1964 


DOCUMENT SAYS . THAT. WHEN TEOFIL MELLER "CHECKED WITH THE FBI 


IEY TOLD 
:fore THE 


THAT OSWALD WAS ALL 


ASSASSINATION, 


jf WAS "ALL RIGHT" 

Hin it, asked no 

(WHICH IMPLIES T 


:mpl n 


TO THE FBI? 
QUESTIONS — 
HE OPPOSITE? 


OSWALD', 
AND IKE 
MADE NO 


FIGHT.” 

THE’ "DEFECTOR” TO RUSSIA, 
COMMISSION HAD NO INTEREST 
REFERENCE TO THIS IN ITS REPORT, 


KCRENX957FE 
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' I WE IS BERG 11/15 ¥A 

1 ADV FOR AMS SUN NOV 19 OR TEX RE AFTER 
I 1ST ADD WEISBEEG .UNDATED 295A XXX OPPOSITE? 

\ .THE REPORT SPEAKS REPETI TIO’JSLY OF OSWALD'S SO-CALLED 
"DEDICATION TO COMMUNISM AND MARXISM." THE TRUTH IS THAT THE 
COMMISSION'S EVIDENCE INCLUDED HUNDREDS OF PAGES OF HIS WRITING AND 
! SPEAKING UNVARYINGLY EXPRESSING THE GREATEST HATRED AND CONTEMPT 
FOR RUSSIA. 

THEN THERE IS THE OFFICIAL MISREPRESENTATION OF OSWALD AS 
PRO -CASTRO , MY LATEST BOOK, "OSWALD IN NEW ORLEANS," TRACES HIS 
PHONY NON-EXISTENT NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER OF THE "FAIR PLAY 
FOR CUBA COMMITTEE." HIS OWN INVENTION, AND THE RETURN ADDRESS 
. > HE STAMPED ON HIS. LITERATURE, 544 CAMP STREET. 

i WHAT THE WARREN REPORT DOES NOT TELL US IS THAT THE CUBAN 

■') REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, .WHICH, WITH ITS SUCCESSORS ALSO HAD AN OFFICE 

ii THERE, WAS FORMED BY THE CIA'. OSWALD'S CONNECTIONS 
»¥EBE WITH THE CIA-CUBANS. 

, THE FBI AND SECRET SECRET SERVICE ALSO WITHHELD FROM THE 


COMMISSION THE IDENTITY OF 


LATE GUY BANISTER, WHO LIKEWISE 


JIHAD AN OFFICE IN THIS SAKE BUILDING . BANISTER ARRANGED FOR THE 
I CUBANS TO GET THE OFFICE SPACE THERE. 

THE FBI MISREPRESENTED THIS BY GIVING BANISTER'S ADDRESS AS 
|| 531 LAFAYETTE STREET. THIS -IS A CORNER BUILDING. BOTH 
( ADDRESSES ARE THE SAME. ONLY THE THICKNESS OF A FLOOR SEPARATED THE 
CUBAN OFFICE FROM BANISTER'S.. 

if THE FBI NEVER TOLD THE COMMISSION THAT BANISTER OPERATED A 
If DETECTIVE AGENCY, WAS A VIOLENT RACIST, WAS IN ON CLANDESTINE U.S.- 
IlLATIN AMERICAN OPERATIONS, AND WAS A FORMER FBI AGENT. 

? WHEN MUNITIONS STOLEN BY THE CUBANS WERE STORED IN NEW ORLEANS, 
ii 536 234 ... 


/«?- 35 / 93 # 


ENCLOSURE 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 


. s WHEN MUNITIONS STOLEN BY THE CUBANS WERE STORED IN 1 NEW ORLEANS, 
tj THEY WERE STACKED IN BANISTER’S. OFFICE IN A QUANTITY THAT COULD HAVE 
WRECKED MUCH OF DOWNTOWN NEW ORLEANS, NEARBY IS THE REILY COFFEE 
COMPANY, WHERE OSWALD WORKED, AND THE CRESCENT CITY GARAGE, 

! WHERE HE HUNG OUT, THE FBI AND SECRET SERVICE USED THIS GARAGE. 
h NONE OF THIS. IS IN THE WARREN REPORT OR ITS PRINTED "EVIDENCE," 

it* NOR IS THE FACT THAT A WITNESS WHO TRIED TO TELL LIEBELER OF 
JifTHE FBI INVOLVEMENT WITH THESE CUBAN GROUPS WAS IMMEDIATELY 
* I THREATENED BY THE FBI. LIEBELER WOULD NOT LET HIM TALK WHEN HE 


LTRIED . 

' ' THESE ARE BUT SOME OF THE INDICATIONS OF OSWALD'S REAL CONNECTIONS, 
'll BELIEVE HE WAS FRAMED. I INTERPRET THE COMMISSION'S OWN EVIDENCE 
1 AS INDICATING. THAT HE ACTUALLY KILLED NO ONE — NOT THE PRESIDENT AND 
'NOT DALLAS POLICEMAN J. D. TIPPIT. THE COMMISSION’S 
‘ I OWN EVIDENCE MEANS TO ME THAT HE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN AT THE SCENE OF 
1EITKER CRIME WIEN. IT WAS COMMITTED. 

t AT THE ASSASSINATION SCENE, ALL THE CREDIBLE EVIDENCE INDICATES TO ! 
THAT OSWALD WAS ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING 
RATHER THAN THE . SIXTH FLOOR. AND PRIOR TO THE TIPPIT KILLING. HE 
' WAS LAST SEEN WAITING FOR A BUS GOING IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. THE 
• COMMISSION’S OWN TIME RECONSTRUCTION COULDN'T GET HIM TO THE SCENE 
P' OF THE TIPPIT CRIME UNTIL FIVE MINUTES AFTER IT WAS ON THE POLICE 
AD 10 

V" NOW AS FOR THE RIFLE ALLEGEDLY USED BY OSWALDS THE RIFLE’S 
s I PURCHASE WAS TRACED TO OSWALD BY UNTESTED HANDWRITING TESTIMONY 
I ONLY. THE RIFLE WAS NEVER SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN IN HIS POSSESSION, THE 
f BULLET FOUND — I THINK PLANTED AT THE HOSPITAL WAS TIED TO 
ITHE RIFLE BUT NOT TO THE ASSASSINATION. HAD IT BEEN USED IN THE 
I AS S ASS IN AT I ON . THIS COULD HAVE BEEN PROVEN. IN THE TESTIMONY , 

{NO SUCK EFFORT WAS MADE. SPECTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS WERE, AND STILL ARE, 

> gUppo-gcr-T) 

li " THE RE ""EXISTS — ALSO SUPPRESSED UNTIL I MADE IT PUBLIC — A PICTURE 
if (PART OF AN. AMATEUR. MO VIE) TAKEN AT THE MOMENT OF THE ASSASSINATION, 

4 SHOWING THE SIXTH -FLOOR WINDOW IN WHICH OSWALD' ALLEGEDLY WAS. 


I, NEITHER HE NOR ANYONE 


NOR A RIFLE 


I CONTEND THE FBI DOCTORED THIS PICTURE IN PRESENTING 


TO THE 


If COMMISSION. IT ELIMINATED MORE THAN 90 PER CENT OF THE PICTURE. THE 
111 PRESIDENTIAL MOTORCADE IS NOT IN THIS CROPPED VERSION. YET J. EDGAR 
PfHOOVER KNEW THIS SUPPRESSED PICTURE. IN HIS WORDS. SHOWED THE 
^"PRESIDENTIAL . MOTORCADE . . .DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE TEXAS 
‘W SCHOOL BOOK DEPOSITORY BUILDING 

* I HAVE SEEN. FRAMES OF THIS MOVIE. THERE IS NO DOUBT THERE WAS NO 
f ASS ASS IN IN THAT SIXTH FLOOR WINDOW WHEN THE PRESIDENT WAS UNDER IT. 
(THIS IS THE TIKE WHEN THE ASSASSIN WOULD HAVE HAD TO BE SIGHTING, 

Ij ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL VERSION. THIS WAS, AS I BELIEVE THE 
^COMMISSION’S EVIDENCE CLEARLY SHOWS, AFTER THE FIRST SHOT HAD BEEN 
■ - FIRE Da. 


% 




THAT THESE FACTS REQUIRE PRIVATE INVESTIGATION WHEN THERE WAS AN 
f OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION AND WHEN THE OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION 
i DELIBERATELY SUPPRESSED THEM IS ONLY PART OF THE PROOF OF THE URGENT 
NEED FOR A FULL AND ENTIRELY PUBLIC OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION, BY A BODY 
WITH THE POWER AND WILLINGNESS TO PUNISH PERJURY AND OTHER ILLEGALITIES, 
WHICH THIS COMNISSSION TOLERATED AMD COVERED UP* 

I PROPOSE A METHOD BY WHICH WE CAN ESTABLISH ENOUGH FACT TO JUSTIFY 
SUCH A PUBLIC, OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION* 

I LEX ALL THOSE WHO WERE COMMISSION STAFF LAWYERS SELECT, SAY, 

A HALF-DOZEN OF THEIR NUMBER TO CONFRONT ME IN PUBLIC, UNREHEARSED, 
BEFORE NEWSPAPER. AND RADIO REPORTERS AND TV CAMERAS* LET US DISCUSS 
THE REPORT. AND THE MISUSED, MISREPRESENTED, DESTROYED AND 
SUPPRESSED EVIDENCE * 

I THERE WILL THEN BE LITTLE DOUBT OF THE ESSENTIALITY OF A NEW 
I INVESTIGATION* OF THE NEED FOR IT TO BE PUBLIC AND IN AS CLOSE 
I APPROXIMATION' OF A COURT . PROCEEDING AS POSSIBLE, AND ABOVE ALL, THAT 
I NONE OF IT BE HIDDEN FROM THE PRESS* 

THE POWERFUL GOVERNMENT THAT ACKNOWLEDGES IT DID WRONG AND THEN 
PLEDGES* TO THE DEGREE POSSIBLE, CORRECTION OF ITS WRONG, EARNS THE 
RESPECT'D? MANKIND, NOT ITS CONTEMPT* IF THE UNITED STATES 
' GOVERNMENT IS, WORRIED ABOUT ITS TARNISHED INTERNATIONAL IMAGE, LET IT 
EARN RESPECT BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION MUST BE REALLY, 
VIGOROUSLY, INVESTIGATED. 

a I CAN IMAGINE NO MORE FITTING COMMEMORATION OF THIS MURDER. 

I NOR ONE THAT CAN DO OUR COUNTRY MORE GOOD. 
ii ADV FOR AMS SUN NOV. 19 OR THEREAFTER 
a JD10A5PES 
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' : ^-- ; {Wb^^ the : author of the book entit led , "Whitewash- }<:. 

Ibi^the^^arren Report," ■ This ^bbok;' ; isrh-%itt , i^^^l^^^^^ 
^criticism of the Warren Commission, the 
pv^ei^i^i police agencies and other branches of t he' ; : -tJhi t 
rnment.' ■ It j- contains inaccuracies, 
i-slantingof facts to fit Weisberg ’ s 
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individuals who ■ killed President Kennedy but are 

information,": He alleged that ’ - - - 

•$ ClA$;, and' ; several other 
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Weisberg alleged that a Cuban refugee informedf Ji ’ "‘'"" 
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this- woman^s linforjnationi^l^erwoma^ 

Cuban refugee. Qdio's allegation was completely i 
results disseminated by us to the Warren Commission; 
case and Oswald was on a bus en route to Mexico when . Odio .... v .. 

■Leon Oswald. ) ' -[> -r>-v- : .' V..--" ' - V, . '=-• -4>'’r 
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Welsberg claimed 





Associated Press '^Hb^bgi^i^f^ 
took a picture at~the time the Presidential motorcade was pa%sing;^£g|“ 
front of the Texas School Book Depository just a second'or 
the assassination .[ Weisberg : claims this photograph discloses .an 
individual who appeai’ed to be Lee Harvey Oswald -standing' . inr the? 
ofthe .Dep ository— building . This is an old allegation made by^Weisbetgh 
: I [ and others. VvThe-individual standing in .the ^doorway pil^th^^ 

J Depository building is Billy N. Lovelady, an employee of ;:the building^f 1 
Lovelady has identified the picture in question as one .of him^;: tThis^liS 
has y^en Corroborated: by.. a number of Lovelady" s fellpw^;.employees^WhC^p 
weie-tsside him- at the. time the picture was taken. " Weisberg attemptec(^|: 
!to : by pointing out Lovelady claimed to be wearing -^^|'j 
|d'if xerent '*.shir t .*'*on th e day in question to that depicted' xu -l ^ ... 

V^hOttegtaphf f ' Lovelady ' has' since clarified', this statement and :has;eli;:V-pll 
ifidd^the 'Shirti [he- was " wearing in the 

■ ; i . - : L '.hihhO' V : ; 4v' i" ' 4 s ^ j ^ 

call-yfroto'ysisli 




X^^^^Wifsberg 7 claims that just recently he received a 
■ah' unidentified '.individual who told him/ Lee'.. Harvey: 
i n T#P 5 ‘SeoVet‘ .Crypto “ clear ance JI while in the Marine Corps.,'? 
lall^Sfi^^^labsolutely' false. Oswald; never held such hi gh V^bqur .fty; 
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- HS . 0 x T .. jclCCr'ance^C^s'^f'^J 1 ' 4 ?^ "course ; ’** ho Id- a 4 clear'anco' f foryc!cr 

; . [data which was published in Marine training documents and the like.; ' . 

i Weisberg. ciaimsi that Oswald was not a communist-.yf^e'. 


and; def ectio n to ;ih^ ; sihy^!rd^ 
^ conceal his true politic^£|epling^ 
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Government 


waC: obvious that Joe Pyne,: host of the program/ was 
unable or [unwilling to Irecognize; Weisberg ’.st 
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.information?. We' have previously furnlshed'Jdatay ^ fiifi^l^^' 
'•o.Tfeisberg's scurrilous .background to the -White; House 'and 
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JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
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1 - Mr . Rosen 
1 - Mr. Mallev 
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SYNOPSIS 


O 


Harold Weisberg. 


the author of several books, the 


first of which was entitled "Whitewash^.- The Report of the 
Warren Report," was a guest on a radio program called "Sunday 
Dialogue" featured by Radio Station WAVA on 9/22/68. This was 
a 2-hour show which also included questions and answers from 
the listening public. Weisberg was obviously trying to. pro- 
mote his new book entitled "Coup d ? etat" which he stated as 
yet has not been published. He stated that "Lee Harvey Oswald 
iciid not kill anyone" and those that were responsible for the 
{assassination of President Kennedy were members of the "Central 
{Intelligence Agency (CIA), Military Industrial Complex," and 
{that the official story of the Kennedy assassination is false. 
When Weisberg was asked who' killed Kennedy, he said he did not 
know. The FBI was mentioned on several occasions as was other 
agencies of the Government. Weisberg has continued attacks, 
las he has done in the past, against the Warren Commission, the 
-•'’31 , Secret Service, police agencies, and other branches of 
line United States Government. Weisberg was one of 10 employees 
'{fired by the State Department during 1947 because of suspicion 
|o£ being a Communist or having Communist sympathy. However, 
later he was allowed to resign without prejudice but was not 
restored to his previous position. Complete background data 
"concerning Weisberg has previously been furnished to the White 
House and to the Attorney General. /q q — ^3$ — ‘ 
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ACTION : 


NOT RECORDED 

The tape recording of this 2-h£&$Q?hl>0 reviewed, 
a continuation of Weisberg’ s attacks against the 


This is 

Warren Commission, the Bureau, and other— Gevemm#n-£--agencies . 
No further action is required, and these tapes will be filed 
for permanent retention 
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•a Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 

Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

DETAILS: Harold Weisberg appeared on a radio program entitled 

"Sunday Dialogue" over Radio Station WAVA 9/22/68. This show was 
tape recorded and was 2 hours in length. A portion of the show 
was a question and answer period wherein the listening public 
would call in asking specific questions which Weisberg answered. 

Weisberg was obviously promoting a new book entitled 
"Coup d* etat" which he said was not published yet. He mentioned 
that he in the past has had difficulty getting his books 
published and although he was not directly soliciting funds, he 
indicated he would accept donations. 

Weisberg stated "Lee Harvey Oswald did not kill anyone". 
He claimed Oswald did not know that he was part of a conspiracy 
but was used as a patsy and made to seem responsible. Weisberg 
claimed the persons who were responsible for the assassination 
of President Kennedy were members of the^CIA, Military 
Industrial Comp lex. 11 

Weisberg claimed the Warren Commission, according 
to its own findings, proved beyond doubt that the act of the 
assassination was beyond the capacity of any one man, therefore, 
the assassination was a conspiracy. 

Weisberg attempted to tie in the assassination of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy with the assassination of President 
Kennedy and when he was asked v/hy this was so, he said that 
Bobby had to be killed so that those who killed President 
Kennedy could get away with it. He stated that if Bobby 
Kennedy became President, he would have had to look into the 
assassination since he was such an effective spokesman against 
the present Vietnam policy, that if he had to be killed "any- 
way", the sooner it was done, the less harm he (Bobby) could 
do to the^CIA, Military Industrial Complex.” Weisberg also 
attempted to establish that there was a close parallel between 
Lee Harvey Oswald and Sirhan Sirhan. He also mentioned that he 
had been in x contact with James Garrison of New Orleans and thinks 
I that Garrison is right in his theory of the assassination. 

Weisberg mentioned that President Johnson, who was 
both a "beneficiary and victim" of the assassination of 
President Kennedy, knew that he could not make the former 
Attorney General (Robert F. Kennedy) responsible for the 

- 2 - 

CONTINUED - OVER 



Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

I investigation of the assassination, therefore, he appointed 
j "J. Edgar Hoover” <> He also mentioned that in connection with 
the alleged conspiracy the FBI, Secret Service, and two police 
departments (who were not named) knew about the proposed 
assassination plot. This, of course, is an absolute false- 
hood on the part of Weisbergo 

During the course of the broadcast, Weisberg, on 
several occasions, mentioned his current address which is 
"Route 8 , Frederick, Maryland" indicating that he had never 
asked for any solicitations, however, he would gladly accept 
any "help". Weisberg mentioned the difficulty he has experienced 
in getting his books published and in this respect, criticized 
the press and news media severe ly. He said of the Washington 
Post that the editor had ordered that his books not be reviewed. 
He felt that it was the function of the press to bring his 
views to light and therefore this constituted what he called 
suppression by the press. 

From Weisberg' s own comments, it is obvious that he 
'has been having difficulty getting his books published which 
we know are vitriolic and diabolical criticism of the V/arren 
Commission, the FBI, Secret Service, police agencies, and 
other branches of the United States Government. He continues 
his falsehoods, inaccuracies, and slanting of the facts to 
; satisfy his own purpose. Weisberg's complete background, 
including information concerning his attacks against the 
Warren Commission, the FBI, and other Government agencies 
has previously been furnished to the White House and the 
Attorney General. 
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' (_J) Hews media dated /November .IS,-/ 1967, - reported that- 

B'V'lf! • • ji, Hstrold Weisberg is writing a series of seven books- attacking. 

WarreJa luommission Report. Weisberg*© latest bock 
^V;;ii. v. reportedly is entitled "Oswald in New Orleans: Case' for 

r*;v/.'/L -^.Conspiracy With the' -CIA," ■' > 
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1 For your Information, Harold .Weisberg has • ^ 

received considerable publicity in the '.past in connection • 

-5 with Ms book "Whitewash-The Report of the Warren Report.** « ■ 
This book is a. vitriolic and diabolical criticism of the. . 

?:••• i Warren Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service , several^ 0 . ' %: J . 
j • 8 other United States Government agencies and the Balias, |5. ' : 

: V. Texas, Police Department." ; :It contains inaccuracies, ^ 

; 'j .. falsehoods and deliberate slanting ©f facts to fit Weisberg * 6 
m/ : .' purpose « J v/, 

A check of oar files disclosed Weisberg was one 
/ v/. of . ten employees fired summarily by the State Department 

- during 1947 because of suspicion ©£ being, -a communist or . 

having communist sympathies. Weisberg was ’allowed t© 
resign without, prejudice but. was not restored to hi & . former 
'position. J-K/' 

• .<'.■ . . • • - ’••• •'••; -j-. •:••.--■■•. v : 

Our files, also disclose that. Weisberg has been. > in 
contact with Soviet officials in this country and has " n 
•• - entertained these officials at his farm, at ' Hyatt st own.,’ Maryianl|^^^^^|i 
-' where Weisberg raises chickens. 
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The Attorney General 
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and was discharged for permitting certain information to leak 
to th*' pres©.- the state department report sets forth that 
Senator La, follette .stated that Weisborg had been dismissed 
for a breach ©f trust involving the release of confidential 
information to th© press, and that- Senator la Follette was 
quite certain the newspaper involved was the ’’Baily Worker $ ■** ' 
th© east coast communist daily newspaper. 

According ' to hews 'media dated November 15, 1907, 
Weisherg, in his current booh "Oswald in lew Orleans; Case 
for Conspiracy With the CIA,** sales a number of allegation© 
concerning the I’ll, : A concise summary of such allegations 
along with th© true facts of the matter 1© set forth 
below for your information*. 

laisberg claims that I l 

J visited the Oswald apartment la Balias 

prior to the assassination of President Kennedy and noted 
writing© of Karl Mars; in the apartment, WOlsberg claims 

I phoned the FBI at such time and was told 
■that Os wald was. ail right. Wei sberg 8 s. allegations are comolel 
false, I " ’ 


and test 


jefore the Warren Commission, In her testimony. 


she stated ©h© noted a bools by IC&rl liars in Oswald*©' 
apartment, She did not * cla im this infor mation was called to 
the attention of tha' gBt hv I L Wn jj®3£G w±Gyj®&' 

following. 

the, assassination ©I president Kennedy and neither made 
any reference to any previous contact with th© FBI. A check 
of our files disclosed no information that there was such - 
a contact. •’ ; ' 


. Wei. ©berg claims that the fill- withheld data, from 
the Warren Commission indicating- Guy Banister, a 'former FBI.' 
Agent, was active is anti-Castro Cuban matters and shared 
a building where a Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) anil* 
.Castro Cuban group was located. Wei ©berg alleged Oswald 
had connection with this anti-Castro Cuban group. He also 
alleged th© FBI misrepresented Banister ’s address to th© ■ 
Warren Commission and that the FBI neglected to inform the 
Warren Commission • of ; Banister *» background. . * ..••■■V’". 


umi 
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' --0 w •■■ 4 av© sti g&ti ©n of ths assassination, ■ v© •.; 

..developed ; 'no. ;, information . indicatin';? fee Harvey Oswald -had'/ 

• ©ay ..'connection ~*ttb Suy Banister • or with any • anti-Castro : ■■ ■: 
Cubsa group • located in • the building where Banister's office 
was ■ located . ' Wa; determined •• that &sx aatt -Castro Cuban group 
. had -been- in -.this building 'in 1981-62. hut had loft this ' 
building . BOBietim®..ia .1962, • almost one year before fee Harvey 
Oswald arrived In lfsw "Orleans in April, 1963.- Such data ■ • ; ' 

. was- furnished to'., the-:,^as?'rea Commission.- . . ••• • y-fe • 

V. Furthes^er©,? this - . Bureau did not misrepresent 

Banister *«s - address -to anyone „•• .Banister’s office address, fe .; 


was 531 Lafayette' Street,.. l?evl. Orleans, Louisiana. . It ■ so , , : - ;V '. -V 
.happened - that .'.this m© a corner building and there' were • 
entrance®;' to .the. ..building on 'Lafayette Street and on ' \ ^ ■ 

Camp Street. The. 'latter entrance .carried the address of .. ' V 1 - 
344 <2atap Street. • ' fhis. was the- address used by the anti- " 

Castro Caban ' group .that - occupied space in this building in 19S1-62, 
Vq found • no indication Mr. Banister ever knew Lee Harvey .... 
Oswald . and.. consequently ..there was .no reason for us to furnish . 




the Warren .Commission': with • background data regarding Baaisterv- fe. yfe. 
,We - did 'interview. Banister / November 20, 1883, concerning the- 
: aati-€astro Cfubasi group that occupied space in this building 
■ during 1981-62. ...Besult© of : :our .interview with Banister were ■ yvfey; 
^.furnished •, to;. th©>-Wa»r®tt Commission . ■ . //.••;>/ T k "-* 

3 v yy- \y ■ y' |;;. : ;;/.Weisberg '^ied;’. 'alleged that an unnamed witness tried '..•y-fex::'-;; 
■■’to' tell ; m Warren Commission counsel that the. FBI was involved^^fo^j --; 'j 

• in • anti-Castro •Cuban groups' in- Hew Orleans but that this" ,:- 

'witness was- then 'threatened' : by .. the FBI. Xt is not known "to 
.whoa Weisberg Is referring .as this unnamed witness, ’The 
.'.allegation is absolutely;.' false. This Bureau threatened ■■■ ’T©’--* l r &: 

'•ho.. '.witness during- the.. ’Course.: of our, investigation of the-V;.;^ 

■ - ." V » v. •>-"! 'X . 

f 4-y. ; : •#es'2.'f3t3ex ,, g. 'further alleged 'that the FBI' docioredyfx^^ 

• a .picture- depicting '-the sixth floor window of . the. Tesas; - ;^^ 

School Book Repository, building where Oswald was allegedly 1 
standing at the ti®b of . the assassination.- Weinberg 

claimed the FBI eliminated more than 86 percent of - the^fe |;i yjy'i: .r -vi| 

'•picture : ; and .:. that- « Edgar Hoover know this suppressed 

picture showed the . Presidential- motorcade directly 

•".-..y, ;'•■•• %?.$■■*:, j ■ ’.l •!;••>• .-vy>y ' -'Vy ;,fe ■: ■•■■ •>. • ■'..... • ■■.'■•-,. '■/• <; . V. feVfe;-;.- 

'. y .y-.h:;y.::-.-'. , 'vv ' :*'•*»$>. V'* *£•'. ' ...■:: ' '•- ", i- - •' — ;; - ’•'■ \ : . ■,.:•• 

j; ■■' --y ' - .v?.='V 

■ ■ - . r : ;ycSSS®^:i 

' •.. -r- . ' , % ■■ • 

r - -3 - v-v-;.. fe ■ .- ■" *•: 




;: t ■ g y: r , 




:£•?; : '%;;’ • ‘ ' ' } 'r^- 


^^y’rf^f-'ThQ; Attorney ';<tener.al.' f 


. •• V , r ' (< '. • ' . • ’• ’• ■ <l '•’ 


■:( ) 





v s ;•' ;•* 


-the Tessas :'»ScIsooI;:" Bools "Ba^ository build lag,” * It -is not - -. 
•?-:••• ^'kxucton-' te what picture Vttelsberg is referring* The FBI 
-^V doctored no fiXp.v te conducted exhaustive ~inve stigati on ; 
Zr' ; A in - : a:a effort to find &ny6ne' who posse seed film depicting -, 
{/A* th ® Texas' 'School • Book •. expository building sixth floor 
:: v tvisdow where Oswald' was stationed when the Prosiciential 
'.taotc-rcad© passed, invirost of the building. T/e were 
: uas'ucceesful in ©ur- efforts to find such'' photograph and 
• it : - appears that' no oae. possesses such, a photograph. Wo did, 
•- ciV course,'.; locate ,,asjd interview, individuals who did see 
: Lee Harvey ..Oswald And/or ;;fcb© Assassination rifle in .the 
; 'w:indow in Question.; si::-th©'--tims the Presidential motorcade . 
passed this, building;.' V A/ : v ■..•■■ ■ - . . •' p - 


%$y: 

(ijr?/* ‘ V'- ; .*•'■> 

•‘tv’' ••*‘v 


l.J" v ■ 




*aV ■•'<"' • ;':•••.• -'The 'above; - ; is {feeing • . f urni shed for your information 

■ c; ?..V , 1 a ..this •' fitter •• '■■%■■. .A,; A-/ ; • ' .• -. _ ... : - ■■ -. • - . ; •/ 

Ap-I The;' deputy .'^tto^nsy '-general' '• ' .;• ;:;;.g:. : ; v.p> 

l-;! 1 'V'.Mr* Carl; Eardley;;'..\-'f^-vt v ')' ; ./;•./' 

•^ii.^-.Vl'V ■ noting'. Assistant -'Attorney' .-firsaeral 


• V£- ./i ' '-**•' Kr « Fred '" M„ -If iason, ■ Jr. - 


•■. .■"■ Assistant Attorney Sensral; ... V •• 

vi -*-; ;sis?t ■ ■•• Walter -'fe^sley-/' ' 

: c‘p •'•'••'Assistant . Attorney - Gs-neral : ■ 

KSfl fHL NOTB tp’jlyi •■?•.•• M; ■• ^r;' : y" " V , 


:'g.’>V;:V;VVv'i 
4 *7' ‘■••I $>.:• ' 




VAf'A ;..'^'y Data-set- forth - -herein :! was '' previously summarized in 
''memorandum.' Mr." W.- A. ".-Branigaa. to vMr. W. C. Sullivan dated 
‘Il/X6/67.^ vThegBlrector .instructed that this information should 

be;;furhi©hed;.. A©; the.' Attorney;'-.; General. ."• ,. : " •••,':.'•: .. •-,'.• . -; . ; ■,•:■ 
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Memorandum 


Vi * 

Mr. DeLoachxK 


— 


September 22, 1968 


J2*r 


A. Rosenv 


SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 

A -I 




- C.<’Vr i L 

/Vv v. v VSf 1 “ 


/)X v * 

,6X(i 


Ir. Raupacr 


1 - Mr. Bishop 


I 6 V 1 - Mr. Sullivan 


On Sunday, 9-22-68, Radio Station WAVA held a program- ^ ~ 

featuring HarolcRVeisberg w ho has recently completed a fifth book con- X/ 


cerning captioned matter. Mr. Weisberg charges the Warren Commission 
with ’’deliberately whitewashing’’ investigation of assassination and the 
FBI, Secret Service and Central Intelligence Agency cooperated with the 
Commission. 


The program was on WAVA from 2:00 p. m. to 4:00 p. m. on 
their show called "Sunday Dialogue. " A tape recording was made of the 
pertinent portions of the broadcast for possible future use by the Bureau. 


ACTION: For information. 


JEH:erge-Aa 

( 8 ) ^ 
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SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Bisho^4K 
G. E. MalmfeldtW^ 

a \ 



4-1-69 


G. E. MalmfeldtQi^ 

<5 1 

HAROLD WEISBERG 
COQ D’OR PRESS 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


To Ison 

*DeLoach 

? Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

T Callahan 

Conrad 

{ SlilQZ 

* Rosen * 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 
Holmes yujtojj 
Gandy /£f 


This is to recommend no acknowledgment of a letter 


U"* 

March 24th from 


ppapti'tned individual wherein he is requesting information regarding the James Earl Ray 
r case f% his forthcoming book. Weisberg has been critical of Bureau in past. 


|f By letter dated March 24th, captioned individual requested that he be ■ * 

Ifurnished information, including, photographs, on the James Earl Ray case for a book 
^regarding Ray he is preparing and asked to be afforded same courtesy we extended Clay 
|||lair, Jr. , regarding his book, "The Strange Case of James Earl Ray. " On March 12, i J \ 
ISplSQi, Weisberg wrote Attorney General Mitchell and made allegations against Bureau ) L - rj 
£ Agents that they were slandering him because of his alleged influence on New Orleans Dis- j 
llrjet Attorney Jim Garrison. He requested an explanation from Mr. Mitchell regarding 
pihis. By letter dated 3/26/69, the Department acknowledged Weisberg 's letter and denied 
allegations. Letter pointed out that from Weisberg’s previous correspondence regarding 
the Warren Commission that it is plain any further exchange of correspondence between him ! 
and the Department of Justice will serve no useful purpose. Bufiles disclose Weisberg is I : 
author of several books, the first of which was entitled "Whitewash - The Report of the 
^Warren Report” and has in past been Critical of the Warren Commission, the FBI, Secret l'J 
; Service, police agencies and other branches of Government. He was one of ten employees v} 
.fired by State Department during 1947 because of suspicion of being a communist or having^ I 
. communist sympathies. In 1961 he and his wife were subject of a Federal Tort Claims ^ 

i||e;t investigation for damages allegedly sustained in poultry business as a result of low c^v 

“pf%®|/hflie®pters. We did.not cooperate with Clay "Blair, Jr. , in connection with prep- ' s * ! 
..pratipn of his book but we did look over his rough manuscript and several major dis- i j 

pirepaneies regarding us were pointed out to him. . A 

me ion 1 0Q> /X j 

f In view of Weisberg T s background and his baseless allegations towafd J 

|®ureau Agents, it is not felt his letter of March 24th or any subsequent correspondence r 
i should be acknowledged as it will only encourage further letters from him. 4 ■ 


' RECOMMENDATION: That this letter of March 24th not be acknowledge cLf or reasons 
IlSifef^S iit forth?" / 


Mr. De Loach 


^ bishop - Enclosures (3) 

I' FMG:cac (4) ~ ?<V 

! : ROJfPfd 61S*I 


r/ 
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ROUTE 8 , FREDERICK, MD. JtPOf allah * 

T Mr. Conra J 
Mr. Fell 
Mr. Gal 
Mr. Rose] 

Mr. Sullivi 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter — 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes- 


March. 24, 1969 



-.r. J. Edgar Hoover, director 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Ho :ver, 

in his just published book, "The Strange Case of James Earl Ray", 
Clay Blair, Jr., expresses his gratitude for the information and assistance 
given him by your bureau.., ... „ 


Miss Gandy- 


be 


I have written a book including the’oRay case, and I would like to 
ble to include any information that might be missing. 


Therefore, I write to ask for what has been given Hr. 
other writers and any other dats you might oroperly give me. 


Blair and perhapjG 


Now that there has been a court proceeding, I hope some of what might 
earlier have been considered secret is no longer. I am particularly interested 
in that evidence that establishes or- tends to establish that Bay was the 
assassin, such things as the ballistics proof. Because there are so many 
onntrary indications, I would also appreciate proof that he harbored racial 
animosities. And yd th the existing indications of the involvement of more thar 
oneYperson, for example, evidences that while Rsy was in California someone 
acting for him was in Alabama, I would particularly like to know what persuaded 
your 'bureay that he was entirely alone. Ray and members of his family say he 
was n6t alone, as A interpret their statements. 

Your bureau has also released seme pictures. I would appreciate copies, 
Possibly you he ve pictures you may not properly give me, those taken by photo- 
graphers at the Beene of the crimes. I would like references to those taken as 
close as possible to the moment of the crime snd at its scene. 

My purpose in seeking this information is to make my work as complete 
end accurate as possible. Because whet was earlier available persuades that Ray 
was not alone snd probably was not the assassin, I am quite anxious to have all 
the available proofs that there was no conspiracyaad that he was the assassin. 


Thank you for any help you may provide 
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Sincerely yours. 


Harold ’eisberg 
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CWB:JRR: jac 
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O 

Mr* Jiarold Weisberg 


M tT Mohr B 

: Mr. Casper 8 

Mr. CalUfeau | 

Mr. Conrad — Jj 
Mr. Felt — — 

Mr. Ta^al 

Mr. Trotter 

I Tele. Eoom_ - 

Miss Hotoi eft 
Miss Gandy , , 


Route 8 

Frederick, Maryland 

/OJ 

Dear Mr* weisbergs ^ 

Attorney General Mitchell has referred your recent 
letters relating to the "Warren Commission" to me for considera- 
tion and reply* From those letters and previous correspondence \ 
it is plain that further IjPuMe^df correspondence between your- 
self a nd the Department of Justice on this matter will serve no \ 
useful purpose* Ton are, of course, welcome td^donmnmicate your V 
views to us and they will receive due consideration* d. 



is unfortunate that the change; in Administration has 
not and j&parmtly will not make you certain th&t the element of 
politics^playM no role in the iavesti^tion of the assassination 
of President Kaimedy or the formulation of the Adelines for 
r- I relate W thef^SQblie of information on the matt^r in Government 
|nw files* 5$ our^lew, the substantial correctnes^Pdf the 
$r GoBasissl^a’a Export remains unimpeached by any recent develop- 
pimeuta# ffrere fs no reason to believe that further investigation 
h ]■ ^buie|" ( serap to eliminate the doubts you and others have voiced, 

€5 and, -while m do explore possible new information which comes to 
tv*/! your attention, we see no basis for reopening the primary invest i- 
nation* We do appreciate the sincerity of your offer of 
* ' assistance to us* BEC*B BI2H0b 

As to your aUeifit^n ^hat agent a. pf ths^Faderal Bureau 
l||of Investigation h^g e^Lanjteffdujro'feQ l« 8 shWd hardly 
f [necessary to itfomn aotr that 'such conduct would be in complete 
3 / I disregard f^^fepa^tiapntal and Bureau policy# We have sent a 


<ppy of^yovir lettefotf nthe Director of ^he 0 Bura^u,; 
siAerztm Sind gfy 


;rS Mi 



5?«s 




Director, Federal BdvoeSlAdf investigation 

^ JMsm* 


APR 9 W* 

CX < t, i 
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With | respect to the admission of par Jury on tho part of 

I we are, as you surmised, wall aware of developments 
in that regard. As tha aattar involvas a possibla criminal 
prosecution you can appreciate, 1 am sura, that consent fay us to 
you at this time would fas inappropriate. However, in your 
evaluation of Federal action or inaction on this subject you 
should eonsidar tha fact that substantially tha same misconduct, 
though before another form, is currently under consideration 
in tha courts of tho State of Louisiana. This raisot two factors 

for consideration. First, whether Federal action would amount 
to intervention in the State proceedings, end eeoond, whether 
misconduct relating substantially to tho earn# acts of an indivi- 
dual should be made the subject of successive state and Federal 
prosecutions. 

So doubt you intend to pursue your Inquiries into the 
assassination. Hopefully, the release of additional materials 
in the files, as the paeeege of time or other events make it 
passible, will serve to answer some of your questions. Again, 
may I say, we will welcome receipt of your views from time to 
time, for, though our views on tho moons may differ, wo seek 
as you do to serve the best interests of the Nation on this 
grave subject. 

Sincerely, 

WILL WILSON 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


$yi 


Chief, General Crimes Section 







ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

Lillia^aroldWeisberg HEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED 

V ■ _ DATE 06-13 BCE/MLT/STTC 

CC^d’Or PfCSS ROUTE 8, F®>ERICK, MD. 21701 

Code 30 l t >473-8, 186 

March 12, 1969 


Mr. John N* Mitchell 

Attorney General of the United States 

Department of Justice ' 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Mithhell, 

’ ' I 

It has teen ten days since I wrote you, months since the promised 
word from the previous Deputy Attorney General has not arrived. A strange kind 
of anyswer has been reported to me. 

I heve been informed that teams of FBI agents are going around telling 
people, some of whom have never met, that I am a dangp rous person, in some 
unspecified way under "Cdrarrsunist" influence. This same alleged ’’Communist" in- 
fluence I am alleged to have exerted on New Orleans District Attorney Jim Gar- 
rison, and it is further alleged that without it he would not have engaged in 
his prosecution of Clay Shaw. 

I All of this, of course, is Quite false. I await your assurance that 

I have been misinformed, that your, sgents are engaged in nothing as entirely 
improper as this. 

f The coincidence between this report snd some of my critical writing 

I about the FBI is so remarkable I cannot ignore it. 


6 

\o 

$ 

a- 



If you do not and cannot assure me that the FBI has not done this, 
is not going me, then I certainly do want an explanation of 

why, for what proper "purpose^ with what legal authority. There once was a 
First Armendmentfyjtm the Constitution. It should prohibit any federal interference 
with the rights ana obligations of writers. 

cSte" ^t^thk 't Vour Mfe^artment is investigating Garrison and I am 
incidental to that? Should this be tbs case, then I am no less interested in 
explanation of Its /purpose, its legal authority. 

May I 8dd that the recent trial in i '*ew Orleans confr onts you with a 
challe nge to your integrity and that of your department? In it, I I 

I I swore that he had perjured himself before the Warren Commission. I submit 

that if your department tolerates this, with all the observers you hod at the trial 
to take note of it, you heve failed in your obligations snd have beghn a policy 
that will end with a record you will, at best, find uncomfortable, difficult to 
live with end at worst will be an intolerable self-defama - 

XRQK 

w Sincerely 

apr 9 tm 


loo 
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DATE: 09-27-2005 
l FBI INFO. 

'CLASSIFIED BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLT/STW 
IdE CLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1, 6} 09-27-2030 


SAC, Hejg.York . * . 

Classification per OGA Itr , 

dtd, 9/26/05 

Director, I 


WALTER PAUL CZOLLEK 
IS - R 


SE^EUi 


6/13/60 


1 - Mr. Phillips 
1 - Mr. McWilliams 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


As recent information received concerning the 
^subject indicates that fee is not only a dedicated communist 
resident of East Germany but is, in all probability, an 
agent of the Soviet Intelligence Services, the following 
background on him is set forth: 







This background, •while not the total of all 
background contained in Bureau files on him, is recorded f \ 
for the assistance of those offices who have individuals \*) 
ia their field territory who have been in correspondence 
with him during past years# 

M copy of this communication is being designated 
for tfe© field office and Bureau case files or. those individuals 
who wore in contact with him and who are- already subjects . 
of case files* On the two individuals who are not currently { 
subjects of case files, leads are being set forth at the end ' 
of this communication,, A copy of this communication is being 
furnished Leg&t, Loudon, for its information only, and :1s 
not to ha disseminated# 

1 - Bev? York 1 - 

X ~ Hew York I 1 - 

1 «• Hew York (105-63310) (Heym) 1 ~| 

1 - Hew York (100-25907) (Jerome) 1 - 105-124286 (Bsyn) 


0%i 

CX Xf- 


1 - Hew York 
1 « Hew York 
I » Hew York 
1 «* Hew York 

1 - Hew York 

2 — Buffalo 


•4X} 

\ 


S '«• Baltimore , /Idl') ~ 165 

1 Harold 

2 — Chicago Exempt iromSDS^Ggfegol f ZZJL z Z L 

i ~ l 

2 *» San Francisco ' (' » 

l ~ | h I.M:as (38) 

l ft «^Logat. London (65-1340) / ^ ^ 3Sy 93j? 0 ~ 

„ zzet ^ ^nttODiPATr vr 


1 - 105-124286 (Bsyn). 
1 - 100-64108 (Jerome’ 
1 - 

1 - 

~ 1 - ll 

f - 1 00| ~ 

- 100 
- 105 

M~2t 05 


SHE NOTE PAGE 10 
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X - Foreign Liaison Unit 


NO"' ’ T o 
rnjUN 16 1 


ICATE YELLOW 




In an interview with reporters of "The Sunday Times" 
in London, England, which interview was published in that 
paper on 4/27/69, Laurence was reported as stating the 
following: 

His best friend in Dachau was a man called 
Walter Czollek* 27 years later, in September, 1963, 

Laurence went to see his friend, Czollek, now a leading 
East German publisher in last Berlin* He found him married 
to a much younger woman who was a fanatical communist* 

Czollek was ambitious to be given the East German rights to 
publish Soviet' fiction* Czollek asked Laurence if he would 
agree to meet some Russians-- he called them, with a note of 
irony, according to Laurence, “unsere Freunde," our friends— 
who were anxious to meet him* Laurence agreed* 

During the “Times” interview, Laurence also mentioned 
that after he got out of Dachau he wont to India where, 
incidentally, he later met Czollek who was on his way through 
to Shanghai * 


SECRET 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
Ml m PAUL C20LLEK 



Bureau files contain the following information 
on subject; 


Baltim ore letter dated 4/17/53 captioned I I 

I I Kspionage-Rj Perjury," Bureau file 100~ 24628, 

set forth that a summary of information dated 4/15/53 v '" 

pertaining to Walter Czollek was received on 4/15/53 from 
G-2, Fort Holabird, which contained the following information: 


"Walter Gsollek, born 4/8/07, Berlin-Charlottenburg, 
was prior to 1933, a member of the B.FD (Communist Party of 
Germany) Rh and ZdA and EGO trade unions# during the Nasi 
regime he was politically active for the KPD* He was 
arrested on 3/6/33 and confined until 3/20/33# On 7/30/33 
he was again arrested and held until October, .1933, in the 
Columbia House Jail* 


On 1/13/34 lie was arrested at 23 Sophie Charlotte 
Sirasse, Berlin-Charlottenburg and confined in the Columbia 
House Jail until 11/1/34 for interrogation,. From the end of 
January, 1934, until April, 1934, he was confined in the 
Police Hospital because of injuries sustained during 
interrogation^ On 11/1/34 he was tried by the Second Senate 
of the Supreme Court, Berlin (Kammergericht) on charges of 
treason and was sentenced to two years' imprisonment® 


After the expiration of his prison term on 2/2/36, 

< subject was returned for a short time in the Columbia House 
Jail® From the end of February, 1938, to February , 1937, he 
was confined in the Liehtenberg Concentration Camp® From 
February, 1937, until September, 1938, he was held in the 
Recidivist company of the Dachau concentration camp® From 
September, 1938, to 5/23/39 he was confined in the 
Buchenwald concentration camp® 

On June 27, 1939, Czollek emigrated to Shanghai, 
China, where he became a member of the German "Ant if a" group ’ 
and of the Chinese Resistance Movement* He returned to Germany 
on 7/25/47* His mother and sister were persecuted by the 
Nazis and are missing since 1941 and 1942, respectively „ 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
JBMl WALTER PAUL CZOLLEK 


Czollek is employed by the German Trustee 
Administration for the Soviet Zone, Berliu-Miite* He is 
a member of the OdF, Berlin, OdF Ausweis number 21420* 

It is believed that the subject is identical to 
one Walter Czollek who was a member of Communist Cell 216 
in Shanghai, China, in 1939 « 

It is also stated that Czollek is now on the staff 
of an organization concerned with requisitioning all 
property in the Soviet section of Berlin* This is roughly 
similar to the duties to which subject is assigned* 

The present (4/49) address of subject is 
IS Kemmeiweg, Berlin-Prenzlauer Berg* He is of German 
nationality and is unmarried* 

Walter Czollek is listed in a summary of information 
dated 4/26/43 captioned "Communist Organizations in Shanghai 
Masquerading As Democratic Organisations* " This summary states 
that Czollek was Secretary of the Residents Association of 
Democratic Germans in Shanghai* This organization was started 
on 11/1/45* It had about 1,500 members throughout Shanghai 
at that time* Eight per cent of the group were communist and 
the remainder, while not known as communists, had leftist 
leanings*" 

The above summary of information received on 4/15/53 i \ 
from G~2 advised that a SS CIO Detachment report dated 4/49 
contains substantially the same data regarding subject as outlined 
above c 

The follo wing was set for th in Los Angeles report \ J 
dated 4/2/53 in the I lease file* ^ 


dated 4/2/53 in the 
On 4/2/53 


| during interview L) 


advisee 


5s following it 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
RE: WALTER PAUL CZOLLEK 


Both stated that they emigrated free* Germany to 
Shanghai, China, in 1939 ; that prior to 1939 they had 
endeavored to enter the United States bat because of a » J 

long waiting list they decided to go to China and endeavor 1/ 

to enter the United States through visas obtained in China* 

As they were unable to immediately obtain such visas in 
Shanghai, they were forced to remain there during the war* 

In the Spring of .1947, they, obtained emigration visas and 
CBm to the United States* 

| stated that immediately after the 

war he assisted others in organizing: an Association of 
German Refugees in Shanghai and during the course of these 
activities and later when the Association was organized, 
he met a woman whose last name was Rosenberg and whose \ \ 

first name he believed was Gertrude* He met her at the yj * 

office of the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee (AJJDC) in Shanghai where she was employed as a 
secretary for Mr* Charles A* or M» Jordan who was the head 
of this committee in Shanghai and who had been sent to 
Shanghai directly after the war from the United States* 

I ~~l recalled that Rosenberg lived in a \ 

house with a man named Walter Czolleck or Czollefe to whom [y 
she was not married and who was employed as an investigator 
for the AJJDC. 

I stated that Rosenberg and Czolleck 
belonged to a small group of per .sons in the German colony 
who were all regarded as being communists. Heinsius / i 

stated he cannot definitely state that those persons were \l 
Party members but he said that the German group was 
sufficiently small so. that the political feelings of most 
of the refugees were known by reputation to others in the 
group. 

He said that Gertrude Rosenberg was a refugee from i 
Germany and he imagined that she came to China in about 1937, I I 
when most of the German refugees came there, but he only \J 

assumed this. He said that Rosenberg could ©peak Chinese and 
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Letter to 


Ai'OW KOrk 


IfflLPm CZOLLBIS 


that she was still in Shanghai la the Spring of 1947 
when he left, and he does not know any other information 
concerning her since' that oate* 

Regarding halter Czollock,! 1st ate d that 

h© . hoard from ijiends that Caollccl: returned to Berlin, 
Germany, during the latter part of 1947, where he was 
employed in the Bast German Government by Paul Marker* 
Eainsiivs stated that during the time th© Ifasis were in po 
Marker lived in Mexico City,- Mexico, whoro ho published . 
the paper “El Libro Libre"; that Marker was a German 
communist and after the war ha returned to Germany and mi 
given quit© an important job in Berlin for the East C-onaa 
Government* Later it was rumored that he was put in jail 
by the Russians. 
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stated that ho boliovod CeoXIeck was 
sis individual, as ho had talked to p©xs 
m Caolleck in concentration camps# Ho 
mi follows; .Age, about 4S in 1947; 

! 'Build, stocky; Complexion, ruddy, roc 


I | recalled that €so.llock and th© above- 

mentioned email group started a 2JusBian"'ianguago class' in 

Shanghai during ill© war which CzoZlcck taught* lie stated 

cat after tho war CisoXIeck. was employed as *C v £*, i * v.-r y/ 

for the radio station which was controlled by the Evssdars 

Mows Agency, ®ass, IE© adde d that tho b roadcast was in th 

German language and that he I I believed that an 

individual named Johannes Koaeig wrote tho script for the 

broadcasts mad© by Cz®llogk* Regarding Konoig, Heinsius 
-stated hs was an old Gorman com smnist who was not a Jew a 

who cam© to China as a Gorman political refugee before 

3.9S9, when the majority of th© Gor man refugees arrived in 

Shanghai* According th© Konoig i& presently so 

sort of an econcstic advisor or ’’ambassador extraordinary I * * * * * * * * * * * * 14 

to tho Communist 'Chinese .Govosunaent from tho Bast German 




Letter to SAC, New York 
RE; WALTER PAUL CZOLLEK 


| | also recalled that another member of 

this small group to which Gertrude Rosenberg and Gaol leek 
belonged was a Professor Richard Paulick, the most 
prominent one of these individuals who was”* non- Jewish and 
a political refugee from Germany , Sine© the war he • 
returned to East Berlin whore he is one of the top —ranking 
architects and is curre ntly engag ed in rebuilding the 
Opera House in Berlin,, | ] advised he was first 

introduced to Gaol lee k in the ho me of Professor Richard \ ) 

tZtesv'il •§ * m b ** 4- wiiou ih.o, I I avcvq«** *7^ wc •jb'Jhca A *$ ■£* *« Att k/ 


Patilick; that when he I I was organizing the Association 

of German Refugees he wanted the names of prominent people 
as sponsors and he obtained the signatures of Professor 
Richard P auli ck , Johannes Koneig and also of Walter CzolIecS:,, 

stated he did not know at the time that they were 

communists,, 


' | | advised that he believed Gerhard 

Goreschter, who is presently in New York, would foe able V) 

to furnish additional information concerning Walter Czolleck. 

The following information is set forth on those , \ 

individuals 7 /ho have been known to be in contact with the V_/ 
subject : 

IS ^C 

National Co mmittee, B ureau file 100-28831 . New York file (U) 

100-32826* | who wrote to the subject on S/26/66 Ao, 

is President of the International Publishers Company 
Incorporated and is on the Security Index* 

| aka SM~C, Bureau file 100-11062, j/\ lu 

New York file 100-61308* [ who wrote to subject /\ 

7/21/62 is a writer and is on the Security Index. 

I ~l aka SM-C . Bureau file 100-193162, 

San Francisco file 100-18987* I T who wrote to subject on 

1/26/62, some time in 1963, 3/11/65, 6/5/65, 5/14/66 and /V 

3/25/68 is an author and a book reviewer for the "Peoples World*" . 
Bessie frequently writes to other people in East Germany and 
is on the Security Index* 
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OPTIONAl fO»M NO. 10 
MAT 1967 COITION 

CCN. aio. NO. >7 


‘UNITED STATES 


aTiT. INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

(DATE 0 6 - 1 3 - 2 G C 5 ET 602 SO ATC ECE/MLT/STA 

®ernment 9 


?4 


Memorandum 

*! 

Mr. DeLoach)^ 

A. RoJ^^/ 


OBJECT: MURKIN 


date: October 20, 1969 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. Malley 

1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. McDonough 
1 - Mr. Bishop ' — 

1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


1 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes 




This is the case involving the murder of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The Internal Security Division Department has 

advised that pursuant to his request , Harold Weisberg . a free- 
lance writer who resides in Frederic!^ Maryland, was interviewed 
by a Department attorney 10-8-69. During the course of the 
interview Weisberg 
telephone call from 





I Weisberg said the testimony presumably 
would be furnished in a habeas corpus proceeding. 

I i This is obviously an attempt by Weisberg and 

to discredit the Bureau with such unwarranted, scurrilous 
allegations. 

I Weisberg is apparently identical with Harold Weisberg 

an individual who has been most critical of the Bureau in the 
past. He is the author of several books including one entitled, 
"Whitewash - The Report of the Warren Report" and has been 
I critical of the FBI, Secret Service, police agencies and other 

I branches of Government. He was one of ten employees fired by the 
State Department during 1947 because of his loyalty being 
suspected. He was later allowed to resign. (This is public 
.source data, article in "Washington Post" 11-18-47.)^ Weisberg 
by letter in April, 1989, requested information on the King 
murder case for a forthcoming book. It was approved that his 
letter not be acknowledged. (100-3 5138) 




Rosgn to DeLoach Memo 
‘RE: MURKIN 


notorious segregationist who continually attacks the Bureau and 
the Director. On the basis of the information furnished, the two 
alleged former informants referred to cannot be identified in 
Bureau files. 


ACTION: 

1. In view of t he natur e of the information and the 
background on Weisberg and | l it is not felt that they 

should be interviewed regarding this matter. 



3. The Memphis Office is being instructed to advise 
responsible Tennessee state authorities handling the King murder 
case of the information furnished by the Department and that there 
is no basis to the allegation that the FBI offer^ed money to 
anyone to frame James Earl Ray for the King murder. Information 
furnished Tennessee state authorities will be confirmed in writing 
by the Memphis Office. Air tel along these lines attached for 

approval. Letter to Department attached for approval denying 
allegation against FBI. 



a 




|..i ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
P HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

1 DATE 07-12-2005 BY 60290 AUC BCE/MLI/STW 


ffcrector 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


J. Walter Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


On June 13, 1969 Harold Weis berg, a free-lance writer 
who resides at Route 8, Frederick, Maryland, requested an 
interview with a Departmental attorney. 

Later the same day he visited this Division and discussed 
certain Haitian exile revolutionary activities. He again 
visited this Division on October 8, 1969 and continued his 
discussion of Haitian axils activities. The information he 
furnished regarding those activities was of no value. 

During the course of the interview on October 8, 1969, 

Mr. Welsbera advised that he had recently received a telephone 


This information is being forwarded as a matter of possible 
interest to your Bureau. 
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AL L 1 NF'GRMAT X OH CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 07-12-2005 BY 60250 AUC BCE/MLT/STW 


<a INVESTI'* VTJ^E DIVISION 

4/28/70 

/ Harold Welsberg is an author who has boon 
critical of the FBI, Secret Service, police 
agencies, and other branches of government* 

Be was one of 10 employees fired by State 
Department during 1947 because loyalty sus- 
pected* He was later allowed to resign. 
Department is aware of his background* 

Attached letter from Civil Division advises 
that Veisherg has filed action demanding 
copies of papers employed in extradition of 
James Bari Ray, murderer of Martin Luther 
King, Jr* Papers include affidavits from FBI 
personnel releting io fingerprints, ballistic 
and document examinations, endec t her aspects 
of investigation, if approved, Civil 
Division will be advised that we Interpose 
no objection, but suggest matter be referred 
to Civil Rights Division since Federal 
process is still outstanding on Ray on the 
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|ALL FBI IMFORMRIION CONTJ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
'DATE 06 — 13—2005 BY 60290 


\l 


•* 'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT' 

Memorandum 


AUC BCE/MLT/STW 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




TO 


FROM 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

William D. Ruckelshaus 

Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

0 


date: 


APR 2 7 1970 


WDR rDJAnderson :paf 

145-12-1403 




Mr. Waites j_ 

Mr. 





Mr. Callahan . 

Mr. fconrad 

Mr. 



Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes . 
Miss Gandy _ 


subject: Harold Weisberg v. United States Department of 
Justice and United States Department of State, 

Civil Action No. 718 - 70 . U.S.D.C. D. D.C. 

./ 

Mr. Weisberg, author of Whitewash I and II, has 
filed the above action demanding copies of all the papers 
which were employed in the extradition of James Earl Ray. 

. These papers were furnished the State Department, flown 

to England, presumably used in the extradition proceedings, 
returned to the State Department, and then transferred to 
the Department of Justice. Included in the papers are a 
considerable number of affidavits of F.B.I. agents covering 
fingerprints, ballistics, etc. A medhqrandum describing the 
materials being requested is attached. 

Would you kindly advise whether the release of these 
documents would in any way prejudice the work of the F.B.I. 
and whether in your judgment their production should be 
resisted. /v} 

Your prompt attention to this matter will be appreciated/^-*— 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Memorandum 


Mr. Carl Eardley 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

David J. Anderson 

Attorney, General Litigation Section 
T\ Civil Division 


date: April 24, 1970 
DJAnderson:sf 

1 ^ 5 - 12-1403 


subject: Harold Weisberg v. United States Department of 
Justice and United States Department of State, 
Civil Action No. 718-70 (U.S.D.C. D. D.C.) 


Pursuant to your request, there follows a brief 
description of each of the documents which is reasonably 
comprehended by the complaint in the above suit . I have 
tried to break them down into categories with respect 
to: I. Material Submitted by the States of Tennessee 

and Missouri; II. Material From Private Persons Accumu- 
lated by the Department of Justice; and III. Material 
Prepared by the Department of Justice for the Signature 
of FBI Personnel. 

I. Material Submitted by the States 
of Tennessee and Missouri 

A. Application for Requisition for International 
Extradition for James Earl Ray executed by the Governor 
of the State of Tennessee and directed to the Secretary 
of State of the United States. 

B. Petition for Application for Requisition in 
International Extradition of James Earl Ray addressed to 
the Governor of the State of Tennessee by Phil M. Canale, 
Jr., District Attorney General, 15th Judicial District, 
State of Tennessee (attaching various other documents 
described below). 

C . Affidavit of 

attesting to the cause of death of Martin Luther King and 
attaching autopsy report. 


D. Affidavit of] | with exhibits, 

stating results of survey of area where Martin Luther King 
was killed. . 
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E. Affidavit of I 


F. Affidavit of| | Memphis 

Police Officer, with exhibits, regarding his on-the-scene 
investigation immediately following the murder and his 
discovery of various physical evidence. 

G. Affidavit of Memphis 

Police Officer, regarding inspection of Ray's room in 
boarding house and discovery of physical evidence there. 

H. Affidavit of| | Memphis sporting 

goods dealer, regarding identity of binoculars. 

I. Affidavit of I . Memphis Police 

Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin Luther 
King's body during autopsy. 

J. Copy of Tennessee indictment of James Earl Ray 
for merder of Martin Luther King. 


K. Certified copy of death certificate of Martin 
Luther King. 


King. 


L. Certified copy of autopsy report on Martin Luther 


M. Certified copy of sections of Tennessee laws. 

N. Certificate of I I Director of 

the Missouri Department of Corrections, of Missouri Crimi- 
nal record of Ray. 

O. Certificate of I I Missouri Clerk 

of Court, describing record of conviction and sentence of 
Ray. 

P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, Missouri 
Secretary of State, setting forth Missouri statutes. 


Q. Affidavit of I |Director of Missouri 

Department of Corrections, regarding criminal record of Ray 
and certifying that fingerprints and photographs attached to 
his prior certification were those of Ray. 






II. Material Prom Private Persons 
Accumulated by the Department 
of Justice 

A. Affidavit of I I 

Birmingham, Alabama, stating he sold weapon to man in 
attached photograph (Ray). 

B. Affidavit of | resident 

of boarding house from which shot was fired, describing 
Ray's activities in boarding house. 

C. Affidavit of friend of King, who 

was also an employee of the Community Relations Service 
of the Justice Department, who was in the next room from 
King, describing shot and discovery of King's body. 

D. Affidavit of hotel clerk, 

regarding hotel registration of Ray in Memphis. 

E. Affidavit of customer in 

Birmingham gun store, identifying attached photograph of 
Ray as man he saw purchase gun. 

F. Affidavit of I I bartending school 

operator, identifying attached photograph of Ray as pupil 
he had under alias of Eric Stavro Galt. 

G. Affidavit of I 1 Memphis hotel 

clerk, regarding Ray's registration at hotel. 

III. Material Prepared by the Department 

of Justice for the Signature of FBI 
Personnel ' 

A. Affidavit of Iyndal L. Shaneyfelt, FBI Agent and 
Photographic Expert, comparing photographs of James Earl Ray 
under various aliases and identifying him as the same person. 

B. Affidavit of FBI Agent and 

Fingerprint Expert, comparing fingerprints on murder weapon 
and binoculars with Ray's fingerprints and identifying them 
as the same (attaching fingerprint cards as exhibits). 

C. Affidavit of I FBI Agent and 

Ballistics Expert, comparing murder bullet with weapon and 
establishing that bullet came from that or a similar weapon. 
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D. Affidavit of | | FBI Agent in 

Memphis, describing weapons and physical evidence turned 
over to him by Memphis Police . 

E. Affidavit of FBI Agent in 

Memphis, with exhibits, describing registration card of 

| (Ray) at hotel. 


F. Affidavit of | FBI Agent and 

Handwriting Specialise, with handwriting exhibits, 
identifying signature on hotel registration card as 
same as documents at bartending school. 


G. Affidavit *L 
ngeles, regarding 
_|(Ray). 


| FBI Agent in 

identification of photographs 
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iMlstait At tor My Omni April 30, 1970 

Civil Division j _ nr. pcDonough 

Director, VBI , , 
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xmrm statbs dsfaxibutt of stays, / k,l/ 

CIVIL ACTIOS SO. TlS-70, U.S.D.C. D. D.C. I 7 
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1970. 


r p Reference is made to your letter dated April 37, 


$1* 


The determination as to the release of the pertiaeat 
doeameats is within the province of the Department of Justice, 
and this Bureau interposes no objection, par your information, 
the Federal proeeM charging violation of a Federal Civil 
Rights statute is still outstanding against James lari Ray, 
and yon any desire to c omm u nicate with the Civil Rights 
Division on this natter. 


1 - Assistant Attorney general 
l Civil Rights Division 
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MOTE: Harold Weisberg, an author who has been critical of 

The FBI and other Federal and state authorities, has filed suit 
demanding copies of certain documents utilized in the 
extradition of James Earl Ray, the murderer of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. These documents include affidavits from PBI 
personnel relating to fingerprints, ballistics and document 
examinations, and other aspects of investigation. It is 
not felt that we have any basis to object; however, the deter- 
mination as to release of this information is with^the 
Department's province and, since the civil rights process is 
still outstanding, it is being brought to the Civil Division's 
attention for consideration. / 
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